CHIVELSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2003

Welcome to the Summer edition of the Parish Council’s Newsletter.  Hopefully this will bring you up to date with parish developments over the last few months.

Chivelstone was one of only a few Parish Councils to hold a contested election in May, 2003.    Our new Council consists of the following people:

Mr Roger Tucker (Chairman)

01548 511332

Mrs Josephine Trinick (Vice-Chairman)

01548 511270

Mr Alan House

01548 511406

Mr Stephen Tucker

01548 511531

Mr Warwick Harwood

01548 511235

Mr David Hampden-Smith

01548 511277

Mr Julian Brazil

07970 971140

Cllr Brazil was also elected as the District Councillor for the Saltstone Ward.

Our County Councillor is Cllr Owen Masters and can be contacted on 01548 561346.  He also regulary attends the Chivelstone Parish Council meetings where the Public is given an opportunity to ask him any questions.  He is more than willing to help if you have a ‘Countywide’ problem.

Cllr Mrs Trinick and Cllr Brazil represent the Parish at the Coleridge Association of Parish Councils and Cllr Hampden-Smith attends the Coleridge Bus Committee meetings.  There are two village maintenance officers, Cllr Harwood and Cllr House.  Cllr Harwood is also the Tree warden and Cllr House the Footpath warden.  These Councillors are your first points of contact should you have a query or problem relating to footpaths or trees within the Parish.

PARISH PRECEPT

This was set in January 2003 for the year commencing April 2003.  It was agreed that £2,300 would be requested from the District Council and this is paid to Chivelstone in two instalments.  The Parish Budget was set as follows:

Clerk’s Salary

£750

Administration

£270

Insurance


£250

Audit Fees


£100

Subscriptions

£100

Donations


  £90

Churchyard Maintenance
£200

Green Maintenance
£200

Parish Maintenance
£120

The Parish Council also makes a donation to an Election Fund each year so that the cost involved in holding an election does not fall so heavy in one year.  If you have any queries regarding the accounts please contact the Parish Council Clerk, Mrs Marilyn Tucker 01548 511422.

REMOVAL OF TELEPHONE BOX FROM HIGHER PARK, EAST PRAWLE

Back in February the Parish Council learnt through a newspaper article that the Telephone Box at Higher Park was due to be removed.  After contacting BT the clerk was told to write to express the concerns of the Parish Council.  This was done.  The Parish Council also put a flyer through the letterboxes of the houses in the area explaining the situation and giving the address to write to if they felt that the payphone should stay.  The Parish Council is very grateful to those parishioners who took the trouble to do this.  After some time BT eventually replied but upheld their decision to remove the box.  The Parish Council have once again contacted BT stating how important to the community the payphone is due to the lack of mobile phone reception and the swell of population in summer due to the number of people camping, walking etc. and we hope that this will be enough to pursuade the company to retain the Telephone Box.  It’s still not too late to write in support of keeping the telephone box.  The contact name and address is: Ms Sue Byrne, BT Customer Services, Ground Floor, 32 Washway Rd., SALE, M33 6GT.  The more support the better!

LITTER FROM HOUSEHOLD BINS

The District Council road sweeper and a number of parishioners had reported a noticeable increase in the amount of litter appearing around the village.  This was found to be due to a number of properties putting their rubbish bags out too far in advance of collection day.  The bags were getting ripped by cats, dogs and wild animals etc. and the litter ending up all over the roads.  The District Council operates a ‘back door’ refuse collection service in this area.  This means that you can arrange with the Council to have your bin collected from your ’back door’ or another pre-determined place free of charge.  If you would like to take up this option you need to contact the South Hams District Council Depot which is based in Totnes on (01803) 862200.  Request a ‘back-door’ service from your address in this Parish and they will take the details.  If you do need to place your rubbish out earlier than normal it would be appreciated if it could be placed in a dustbin with a lid.  The refuse in East Prawle is normally collected on a Friday apart from when there is a Bank Holiday and the collection is then one day late.

FIRE ENGINE FOR CHIVELSTONE PARISH?
Initial enquires have been made by Cllr Hampden-Smith into the possibility of having a Local Fire Engine for East Prawle and the surrounding area.  It was felt that due to the isolated nature of the Parish it would be invaluable to have our own engine.  Details have been obtained of the cost of a second hand engine and there is a chance that this could be grant funded.  The local coastguards have expressed an interest in providing a ‘backbone’ of fire fighters but this would have to be supplemented with other volunteers from the locality.  All volunteers have to undergo a short training course.  The Station Officer at Kingsbridge is obtaining statistics on the call outs for the area to establish if there is a need.  If you are interested in becoming part of the volunteer team please contact Cllr Hampden-Smith direct.

PARISH PLAN

The Parish Council is pleased to announce that they have jointly been awarded a grant of £8,167 from the Countryside Agency to produce a Parish Plan for Chivelstone.  Chivelstone is part of a cluster group combining the parishes of East Portlemouth, South Pool and Slapton.  Each Parish will produce it’s own unique plan, but will pool their resources to obtain maximum benefit.  The Plan is a vision of how the community would like their parish to look/develop over the next ten or twenty years and further into the future.  A group of parish ‘Champions’ will lead the process which will involve holding open days to obtain peoples views on the area and collating information in order to create a questionnaire which will be sent to every household in the Parish.  The end product will be a plan that has come from the community and will be included in the District Council’s Local Plan for forward planning.  There are currently three Councillors acting as Champions but more members of the community are needed.  The meetings will be very informal and the whole process has to be completed by 29th July 2004.  If you would like to help with the planning process and be a parish champion please contact the clerk to Chivelstone Parish Council, Mrs Marilyn Tucker for further details.

QUALITY STATUS

1. The Rural White Paper ‘Our Countryside: The Future .  A Fair Deal for Rural England’ published in November 2000 set out a number of measures to give local people the opportunity to become more involved in the development of their communities.  The Government believes that parish and town councils as the tier of government that is closest to local communities have a central role to play in improving the local quality of life.  The White Paper introduced a number of initiatives designed to enhance the role of parish & town councils and one of these initiatives was the introduction of the new concept of a Quality Parish Council.  Quality Status will equip the parish council to take on a stronger role in the community and is part of the drive to modernise local government and ensure that all local authorities are more in touch with the people whom they serve.  Achieving quality parish status demonstrates that a council has met certain minimum standards expected from an effective, representative and active parish council.  Over the next few months Chivelstone Parish Councillors will be assessing the advantages and disadvantages of the scheme and taking the decision whether to attempt accreditation.  There are a number of criteria to be met including the publication of an Annual Report, accounts successfully completed in accordance with the Audit and Accounts regulations, an Electoral Mandate, a Qualified Clerk, regular, well run Council meetings, effective communication (councils must meet 9 discretionary requirements) and an ethical framework.  There will be, as always, a price to pay (the cost of the accreditation, the training of the clerk etc.) and this will probably be the main sticking point of the scheme for Chivelstone.  If you would like further details of the scheme or have a view on whether the Parish Council should strive for the Quality Status please contact either a Councillor or the Clerk, we would be interested to hear your views.

REGISER OF ELECTORS 2004

QUALIFYING DATE 15.10.2003

2. DID YOU KNOW?

3. The register of Electors is compiled each year with a qualifying date of the 15th October.

4. A form is required by law to be completed and returned from each household – forms will be sent out at the end of August.  If you do not receive one contact South hams District Council Electoral Registration Office (01803 861244).

5. Persons who do not complete a form may be liable for a fine of up to £1,000.

6. Only those persons whose names appear on the Register will be entitled to vote.

7. On 1st May 2004 10 new countries are likely to accede to the register so that they can vote, if they wish, at the European Parliamentary elections in June 2004 and in local government elections after they have joined the EU.

8. You have some choice about who can buy your details.  The Electoral Registration Officer must publish two registers: the full version and an edited version.  IF YOU TICK the box on the registration form for exclusion from the edited register, your name and address will only appear on the full register which will only be used for certain lawful purposes, such as elections, law enforcement and checking application for credit.  IF YOU DO NOT TICK the box on the registration form your name will also appear on the edited version of the register which anyone can buy – this means anyone can use your details for any purpose.

9. If you are unable to vote in person at elections you may apply to vote by post or proxy.  Ringe the Electoral Office on 01803 861244 for an application form.

INDEPENDENCE DAY

The Safer South Hams Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership will be holding an ‘Independence Day’ on Monday 8th September, 2003 from 10.00am to 3.00pm a the Quayside Leisure Centre, Rope Walk, Kingsbridge.  The aim of the day is to introduce an extensive range of goods and services to older people, their relatives and carers, and to this end many different organisations will have stands at the event, providing information ranging from health, crime prevention, carer and disability support information, leisure activities, finance, healthy eating and fire safety.  Entrance will be free, with a ticket provided for free refreshments, including sandwiches.  For further details contact Jenny Hubbard the Community Safety Partnership Administrator on 01803 861252.

CHIVELSTONE PARISH MILLENNIUM BOOK

Due to the popularity of this publication there has been another ‘print’ of approximately 20 books.  These are available from Roger and Vicky Tucker at Higher House Farm 01548 511332 on a first come, first served basis for £20.  As the forward in the book says ‘A record of the parish, people, buildings, houses and fields in the parish of Chivelstone at the time of the Millennium – a record produced by parish householders and families in their own time and their own script, a message to the future from Chivelstone’.  It makes fascinating reading, even to visitors who don’t know the area particularly well and every coffee table should have one!

QUEEN’S GOLDEN JUBILEE 2002

There are still a few Jubilee videos available for sale.  ‘Four Days in June’ is an hour long video covering Chivelstone’s Parish Festival celebrating the Queen’s Golden Jubilee in 2002.  The commentary is by Jennie Bond (BBC) and covers everything from the preparations to the release of the balloons on the last day.  It’s a great way to relive those magical four days last year and at the excellent price of only £5 each.  They are currently available from either Piglet Stores or Marilyn Tucker.

If you don’t have a video recorder then perhaps you would prefer to have a commemorative newspaper.  There is still some on offer at only £1 each and once again it covers the four days with colour pictures and comments from those who attended.  They are also available from Piglet Stores or Marilyn Tucker.

And finally..
The Parish Council is thinking about producing a more regular newsletter and would like to hear your comments on the format and content you would like to see in it.  Contact any of the Councillors or the Parish Council Clerk, Mrs Marilyn Tucker, Wincot, East Prawle.  01548 511422, marilynjtucker@hotmail.com. 
