CHIVELSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

NEWSLETTER APRIL 2004

Welcome to a ‘Spring’ edition of the Parish Council newsletter.  The Parish Council has just held the Annual Parish Meeting at which it was encouraging to see eleven members of the public present.  Please remember that ordinary Parish Council meetings are also open to the general public and are held on the third Thursday of each month (except August) in the Community Hall at East Prawle commencing at 7.30pm.  It is always wise to check the notice boards for details of meetings as additional meetings sometimes have to be held for time sensitive Planning Applications.

Chivelstone Parish Council contacts are:

Mr Roger Tucker (Chairman)

Saltstone Group representative

01548 511332

Mrs Josephine Trinick (Vice-Chairman)

Coleridge Association Representative

01548 511270

Mr Alan House

Footpath Warden

Village Maintenance Officer

01548 511406

Mr Stephen Tucker

01548 511531

Mr Warwick Harwood

Tree Warden

Village Maintenance Officer

01548 511235

Mr David Hampden-Smith

Coleridge Bus Cttee. Representative

01548 511277

Mr Julian Brazil

Coleridge Association Representative

07970 971140

Cllr Brazil is also the District Councillor for the Saltstone Ward.

Our County Councillor is Cllr Owen Masters and can be contacted on 01548 561346.  He is currently working away in Kosavo until the end of September.  He can communicate by e-mail ( and his position is being covered 
The Clerk to the Council is Mrs Marilyn Tucker and can be contacted on 01548 511422 or marilynjtucker@hotmail.com 

PARISH PRECEPT

The Council met in November and discussed a proposed budget that would result in the precept for the year 2004/2005 being set at £3,000.  The Parish Budget was set as follows:

Clerk’s Salary


£767

Administration


£220

Parish Election Expenses

£480

Insurance



£350

Audit Fees



£100

Subscriptions


£106

Donations/Transport

  £90

Churchyard Maintenance

£200

Green/Parish Maintenance
£480

Parish Plan



£152

It is anticipated that the Parish Council will receive £180 in car parking donations towards the maintenance of the Village Green and Play Area.  If you have any queries regarding the accounts please contact the Parish Council Clerk, Mrs Marilyn Tucker 01548 511422.

REMOVAL OF TELEPHONE BOX FROM HIGHER PARK, EAST PRAWLE

A result!  Councillors were informed at the January Parish Council Meeting that BT have put the plans to remove the box on hold for the time being.  Unfortunately they will not restore the electricity supply to the box as it is not commercially viable.  Thank you to all those parishioners who contacted BT regarding the telephone box and helped score this mini victory!

LITTER FROM HOUSEHOLD BINS

The Parish Council would like to remind all households that the District Council operates a ‘back door’ refuse collection service in this area.  This means that you can arrange with the Council to have your bin collected from your ’back door’ or another pre-determined place free of charge.  If you would like to take up this option you need to contact the South Hams District Council Depot which is based in Totnes on (01803) 862200.  Request a ‘back-door’ service from your address in this Parish and they will take the details.  If you do need to place your rubbish out earlier than normal it would be appreciated if it could be placed in a dustbin with a lid.  The refuse in East Prawle is normally collected on a Friday apart from when there is a Bank Holiday and the collection is then one day late.

FIRE ENGINE FOR CHIVELSTONE PARISH?
Due to such a good response from the parishioners following the details given in the Summer Newsletter, a letter was written to the Chief Fire Officer for Devon laying out the Parish’s proposals regarding a fire engine or similar service.  He has now contacted the Clerk of the Council explaining that our ideas are difficult to implement and in some cases undesirable.  However, the Chief Fire Officer would like to send one of his officers to a Parish Council meeting to discuss our options.  This will probably be on February 19th, but keep an eye on the notice boards for further details.  The Chief Fire Officer has also sent our letter to the Chief Executive of the West Country Ambulance Service who is developing a scheme called Community Co-responders and we are awaiting his response.

PARISH PLAN

Two successful ‘Open Days’ were held during the Autumn where parishioners gave their ideas on what they would like to see in the parish of Chivelstone, not just now but over the next 10 to 20 years.  A wide range of ideas were put forward and after many hours work by Cllr Warwick Harwood collating all the little yellow sticky bits of paper a list of topics to be considered was made.  From that list the ‘community champions’ drafted a questionnaire, which is being checked by Devon County Council Officers to ensure the questions are written correctly.  The final version will be sent to every household in the Parish.  If you wish to know more about the Parish Plan process please do not hesitate to contact either Cllr Warwick Harwood or Mrs Marilyn Tucker.

QUEEN’S GOLDEN JUBILEE 2002

A book has been published by the Kingsbridge History Society entitled The Golden Jubilee in the South Hams 2002.  It is the only account available that records how 22 towns and villages in the South Hams celebrated the Golden Jubilee of 2002 – a once-in-a-lifetime event.  A non-profit-making venture by Kingsbridge History Society, it has over 60 pages of local reports, with a section for each town or village, and 32 pages of colour photos.  At £4.95 (plus p&p where applicable) it is value for money and is on sale at many outlets including Ashby’s Easy Stores, East Charleton, Charleton Post Office, Chillington Post Office and the Harbour Bookshop Kingsbridge. You can also telephone John Fairweather-Tall on 01752 480832.  It includes a comprehensive report of the Chivelstone Festival and photographs of the festivities -–you could be in print!

BROADBAND INTERNET ACCESS

Broadband for Rural Devon 

Many Businesses will have heard of Broadband. It’s a super-fast internet connection, which can be up to 40 times faster than a standard modem connection. It’s always on - 24 hours a day, for a fixed monthly or annual charge

Broadband can enable businesses grow, reduce their costs, increase efficiency, open up their marketplace and improve communication between staff, suppliers and clients.  It can be accessible through a mix of technologies - ADSL, Cable, Wireless and Satellite.

Many Businesses in the larger towns are able to receive broadband through their phone lines or cable. To date, Businesses and communities in rural areas have not been so fortunate.

Now, thanks to the funding from the European Union’s Objective 2 programme, South West Regional Development Agency and Partners, the launch of a ground-breaking initiative brings broadband technology to businesses in rural Devon with financial assistance to help them maximise on the benefits

Broadband4Devon has been launched as a result of a partnership between Devon County Council, The South West Regional Development Agency, Business link Devon and Cornwall, BT, ZyNet/Bluewire, The Devon & Cornwall Business Council, The Universities of Plymouth & Exeter and The Further Education Colleges of North Devon and Plymouth.

Through its technology partners, Broadband4Devon is seeking to achieve overall availability of broadband to Businesses in the Objective 2 area, namely, Plymouth, South Hams, West Devon, Torridge, North Devon, and parts of Mid Devon and Torbay.  Very importantly, Broadband4Devon is offering a range of subsidies, advice and support to the Businesses.

Broadband4Devon can assist Businesses by offering:

· Assistance to make available Broadband connectivity up to 2 Mbps depending on requirements.

· An access subsidy including free installation and contribution towards your ongoing rental.

· A free security firewall (hardware or software).

· Technical support to ensure connectivity and that existing equipment operates correctly.

· Free, first class business support and advice from trained local independent, impartial ICT advisers.

· A business support subsidy of up to 40% off products and services to help the business move forward with eCommerce and ICT, consistent with the objectives of the broadband4devon project.

Broadband4Devon is committed to helping Businesses obtain and utilise broadband for the benefit of their Business. It is anticipated that most of the rural areas will be ‘enabled’ with wireless broadband. Not only is it able to give subsidies to assist Businesses but it is also seeking to work with action groups to build up the demand and then ‘broadband enable’ the area. 

Not only does this project help the growth of our local businesses but it also brings substantial benefits to the area in enabling families, community groups and the disabled to have access to the internet with a broadband connection.

Broadband4Devon wish to contact Businesses seeking assistance and also action groups wishing to receive broadband in the area. We encourage you to contact Broadband4Devon for more information and to register your interest at www.broadband4devon.org.uk or call 0845 2702727

The Parish Council has had an initial meeting with the Broadband 4 Devon Group.  The representatives felt that Chivelstone would be particularly suitable for a satellite broadband system.  From the central receiving business a signal could be relayed up to one and a half miles which could cover as far as Chivelstone, South Allington and West Prawle.  Ideally at least twenty businesses would be involved but ‘connection’ could be sub-let by those businesses to other users.  The Parish Council is arranging for a representative from Broadband4Devon to come and give a presentation at the Annual Parish Meeting on 15th April in the Chivelstone Parish Community Hall.  If you are interested in broadband internet connection, whether for business or private use, please come along and find out more.  Details of the meeting will be advertised in the local notice boards nearer the time.

PARISH FOOTPATHS AND BRIDLEWAYS

The Parish Council recently agreed to join the Devon County Council P3 Scheme.  This means that the Parish Council will be in control of the maintenance of the footpaths, bridleways, and byways in the Parish (except Footpaths 11,8 and 8a, which are covered by the Heritage Coast Department).  Devon County Council will pay the Parish Council an agreed annual grant and the Parish Council will then be responsible for keeping the rights of way open and used properly.  An initial Path condition survey and inspection will be carried out in the next few months of every path in the Parish.  Any major work that may be required e.g. a new style may be eligible for a special grant which will be added to the annual grant.  This inspection will then be carried out annually and reported to Devon County Council.  Anyone can carry out the survey; a standard form is used to record the information.  If you regularly use a path or bridleway or just fancy a nice walk and would like to help with the survey project, please get in touch with the Parish Council Clerk, Mrs Marilyn Tucker.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME

You may not realise it but Chivelstone is part of the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme!  You will find enclosed with this newsletter a vinyl sticker for you to display in your window if you wish.  The Parish Council felt that larger watch scheme signs would be detrimental to the area and not everyone agrees with publicising that they are part of the scheme.  The Parish Co-ordinators are Mr Richard Partridge and Mrs Jane Partridge and they attend regular meetings with Devon and Cornwall Police liaison Officers.  Mr & Mrs Partridge, along with the Chairman and Clerk of the Council, are all part of the Community Messaging service which means that if the police are, for instance, looking for a particular car or person in this area a special message is telephoned to the contacts who are then responsible for alerting the community.  In the case of Chivelstone, notices will be placed in the notice boards.  Luckily we have not recently had to pass any messages on!  If you have any questions about the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme please do not hesitate to contact Mr or Mrs Partridge on 01548 511328.  (If you are receiving this newsletter electronically, please contact Mrs Marilyn Tucker if you require a sticker for your property).

VILLAGE GREEN IS OFFICIAL!

As from November 2003 the Village Green became an official Village Green.  The hard work and persistence of Mr Dan Bailey, who started the process while on the Parish Council, paid off when Devon County Council’s Solicitor agreed to register the area in the centre of East Prawle as a Village Green.  The Parish Council would also like to thank all those parishioners who completed ‘evidence forms’, which helped strengthen the case.

If you could receive newsletters electronically in future, please e-mail the PC Clerk, Marilyn Tucker and she will arrange for them to be sent to you direct.
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