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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Chivelstone Parish Council on Thursday 12th April 2007 at 8-00pm in Chivelstone Parish Community Hall, East Prawle

Present Cllr D Hampden–Smith ( Chairman) Cllr R Tucker (Clerk), Cllrs J Trinick, J Brazil,       W Harwood, A House , S Tucker  and five parishioners.

Before the official meeting commenced a presentation on behalf of the South Hams Society,”It couldn’t happen here” was given by Mr George Brownlee and Mr Alan Stapelton .

1. Apologies for absence: Mrs. Marilyn Tucker, Mr N Higgins, and Mr Matthew James.
2. Minutes – to approve as a correct record and authorise the Chairman to sign the minutes of the last Annual Parish meeting held on 13th April 2006.this was proposed by Cllr.House, and seconded by Cllr. Brazil, all were in favor.

3. Matters arising from the minutes of the above meeting.

a) First Responders Group. –The Chairman Cllr. Hampden-Smith gave a report on progress.

£904-00 has been raised so far and it is hoped that a training program will soon commence

4. Neighborhood Beat Manager – PC Steve Mutton was not available ,Cllr Brazil explained  that PC Mutton now has a very wide area to patrol

5. Chairman’s Report

Firstly may I thank my fellow Councillors for their help and support during the last year. I would particularly like to thank our vice-chairman Councillor Josephine Trinick. And our Clerk, Roger Tucker for all their work behind the scenes. Josephine has been of immense help to me during the year and I appreciate all the assistance and advice she has given me, she attends so many meetings in various guises that I sometimes wonder how she fits it all in. Roger who is a councillor as well as unpaid Clerk does a huge amount for our community and is becoming more and more proficient in the use of emailing, spreadsheets and word processing and can be found most evenings in the farm office cursing his keyboard. 

Our councillors also all have responsibilities behind the scenes: - Julian Brazil Known as “Councillor Cubed” is a Parish Councillor, District Councillor AND Devon County Councillor, I strongly suspect that Julian has a twin brother, as he seems to work 36 hours in every 24! Julian is also now standing for Parliament. Stephen Tucker and Alan House are our village maintenance officers, and Stephen is also our tree warden. Alan also looks after our footpaths. Warwick Harwood, attends many meetings outside the parish as our representative and has worked wonders in producing both our website and Parish Plan.

So to last year – well a lot has gone on: -

Due to our participation in the P3 footpath scheme we look after and repair as necessary, our footpaths and their gateways, not everything we do is always a popular thing - but time and nature are great healers!

There have been 14 planning applications, the council have supported 11 and recommended refusal on 3, of those 3, 2 were approved by SHDC and 1 refused. There was 1 application withdrawn.

We are all getting to grips with the wheelie bins, although SHDC are still struggling - and refusing to accept that organic rubbish smells in the summer when it is over a week old.

We have looked into whether or not we qualify for an affordable housing project, but we do not meet the fairly stringent criteria at the moment.

We have taken the first steps towards the provision of a double tennis court / multi-sports hard surface area to provide sports facilities for parishioners in line with the government’s sports initiatives. The LTA kindly offered the free services of a surveyor whose report we are expecting shortly. We hope that besides tennis, the area will be used for Football, Netball. Cricket and other such sports. We have submitted plans to SHDC and are awaiting their decision. 

The Community First Responders scheme is making progress and we are awaiting notification from South Western Ambulance Service as to the start of the team’s training course. Would any volunteers who have not handed in their application forms, let me have them by tomorrow as I am sending in the latest donations and applications. Please bear in mind that we will always need more volunteers.

There has been much discussion regarding the provision of a waste bin for the disposal of rubbish collected by parishioners around the parish but to date we have been unable to find a convenient centrally located site.

We are conscious of the parking difficulties on the Green during busy times and have taken delivery of more “no parking” cones. We are investigating methods of temporarily fixing them in such places as the middle road on the Green to make sure that there is always access for emergency vehicles.

The Piglet Stores remained open all winter and Chris and Viv could do with even more support next winter if we are to continue to enjoy the luxury of a village store all year round.

The Providence Inn now has Tim Johnson as its Landlord and is once again providing residents and visitors with sustenance. We are lucky in this village to have 2 pubs, both with their own characters, The Pigs Nose, with Peter and Lesley at the helm is now well known far and wide and attracts many visitors throughout the year, all contributing to the economy of the area

Chivelstone parish is a very special place to live, I have travelled all over the world and nowhere have I come across a place with as much community spirit and genuine “realness”. As a fairly recent addition to this community, I think that the reason that our community works is a tolerance and welcoming of new residents by existing parishioners and an acceptance of the traditional values and ways by those new arrivals; not only that but also because people here help one another, not because they are looking for accolades but because they really want to.
6. Finance Report – The Clerk reported that funds in the Bank total £5764-33

Of which: Parish paths partnership share =    £1352-31

                 Village Green share              =       £460-66



      Playground share               =     £1323-69



     Council Precept share            =     £2627-97

7. Cllr. Mr. Julian Brazil, SHDC, DCC.

Cllr. Brazil reported that; 

 The South Hams District Council has the second best recycling in Devon.

               Car parking charges in SHDC have increased 11% this year.

 The Chief Executive of SHDC is leaving and in future the new Chief Executive is likely to share the position with an adjoining District Council

Kingsbridge Community Collage is to have a new sixth form Centre

8. Reports from the following organisations were tabled at the meeting for the public to read:

a) Chivelstone Parish Community Hall

b) Chivelstone Youth Club

c) National Coastwatch Institution Prawle Point

d) Coleridge Association

e) Coleridge Community Bus

f) Start Circle of Friends

g) Neighbourhood Watch Scheme

9. Public Discussion

Discussion took place about the proposed multi use games area opposite the coastguard headquarters.

The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 21-35hours

-------------------------------------------Chairman     ------------------------------------Clerk
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