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Minutes of the meeting of Chivelstone Parish Council held in the Chivelstone Parish Community Hall, East Prawle on Thursday 10th November, 2005 at 7.30pm.

Present: Mrs. Marilyn Tucker (Clerk), Cllr. Roger Tucker (Chairman), Cllrs. Mrs. J. Trinick, Mr. W. Harwood, Mr. D. Hampden-Smith, Mr. A. House, Mr. J. Brazil and Mr. Stephen Tucker.  PC Steve Mutton was also in attendance.  There were no members of the public present.
1. Apologies for Absence:  There were none.
2. PC Steve Mutton, Neighbourhood Beat Manager – PC Mutton to explain the use of his new mobile telephone number.  This item was held over until his arrival.

3. Declarations of Interest – Councilors are invited to declare any interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  There were none.

4. Minutes - to approve as a correct record and authorise the Chairman to sign the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Thursday 13th October, 2005.  The Chairman thanked Cllr. Mrs. Trinick for taking the meeting.  After adding the word ‘last’ to paragraph 9d Cllr. Hampden-Smith proposed and Cllr. Mrs. Trinick seconded that the minutes were a true record.  All were in favour and the Chairman and clerk duly signed the minutes.

5. Matters arising from the minutes of the above meeting:

a) DCC P3 Scheme – Cllr. House to report any further progress made with regard to the footpath at Woodcombe Hills as mentioned at the last meeting.  Unfortunately Cllr. House had not been able to get hold of Mr. Pope and he had not returned Cllr. House’s telephone calls.  Cllr. House had established that the footpath was on National Trust land and would not be eligible for using P3 grant monies.  The Chairman asked Cllr. House if any expenditure would be incurred on any of the other paths in the P3 scheme and he explained that he would try and get quotes for the work on the lane in front of Ash Park House and perhaps make improvements to the lane leading to Horseley Beach.
b) National Inquiry into Rural Housing meeting – report from Cllr. Brazil and Cllr. Mrs. Trinick on the meeting held 17th October.  Cllr. Mrs. Trinick felt that the general conclusion was that the problem of affordable housing was due to second homes being bought in the area and it was suggested that Council Tax for these properties should be increased.
c) SHDC Budget Consultation meeting – report from the clerk on the meeting held 27th October.  The clerk explained that the Head of Finance had demonstrated where the Council’s money comes from and what it was spent on.  The District Council is facing various budget pressures for the next financial year including recycling targets and refuse collection, concessionary bus fares and insurance levels.  The clerk had received an information pack which was included in the envelope to circulate around the Councillors.
6. Matters for the Chairman’s discretion – see Item 15

· Report from Gary Dimeck regarding the Planning Application for the Providence Inn.
· To formally adopt the Chivelstone Parish Plan.
· To discuss adopting the Chivelstone Website developed by Cllr. Harwood.
7. Cllr. J. Brazil (S.H.D.C., D.C.C) – Cllr. Brazil to report on issues from the County and District Councils.  This item was deferred until the arrival of Cllr. Brazil.
8. Public Participation – the members of the public present are invited to ask any questions or make any comments regarding the parish.  There were none.
9. Planning:

a)
Agricultural Determination for Erection of implement store: Lannacombe Farm, Lannacombe, Mr. A Vale – to note the decision of Mr. Munday on the above notification.  It was noted that Mr. Vale did not require permission for the store.

PC Steve Mutton arrived at this point (20.04 hours) and the chairman went back to item 2 on the agenda.

PC Mutton explained that he has a new tetra handset which acted as a mobile phone, radio and can be used to do police computer checks.  He asked that the number only be used by Councillors, especially for community items, and pointed out that the set is switched off when PC Mutton is off duty.  He added that the reception is very good and can even get a signal at Lannacombe.  PC Mutton informed the Council that a new inspector has been appointed and it is hoped that he will stay in the area for sometime.  Paul Morgan, who is currently at Torquay, will start work at the end of November.  There is still one person wanted for arrest who was involved in the drugs haul at South Pool but there was nothing else to report.

10. Resignation of the Clerk – to note the contents of the letter received from the clerk (previously circulated) submitting her resignation and to decide under what terms the post should be advertised.  The Chairman had visited the clerk to see if she would reconsider her decision but she felt she was unable to continue with the current workload.  The clerk had written that she would terminate her employment on 31st December, 2005.  Councillors discussed what type of clerk they required depending on whether the Council may wish to become a Quality Parish in the future.  Concern was expressed over the amount of extra paperwork and the expense that becoming a Quality Parish would incur.  PC Mutton left at this point (20.35 hours).  It was decided to advertise the vacant post in the South Hams Gazette, parish notice boards, parish website, the next parish newsletter and local shops.  The advert should state that a Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer is required and enquires should be made to the Vice Chairman as the Chairman will be on holiday for the next two weeks.  The post will be paid for two and a half hours a week and applicants will need to be able to attend evening meetings and have their own transport.  Applicants will be invited to apply in writing with CV to the Vice-Chairman.  The advert will be placed in the paper on Friday 18th November with a closing date of 2nd December.
Cllr Brazil arrived at this point (20.49 hours) and the Chairman went back to item 7

Cllr. Brazil apologized for being late but he had been held up in a meeting.  He explained that he had received an e-mail of the letter being sent to landowners regarding the camping except Mr. Tripp and Mr. John Tucker who have already made an application for lawful use.  He noted that SHDC will be monitoring the camping from next year.  The main Devon County Council issue to report was Slapton Line which an amicable agreement has been reached to protect the road but it has been acknowledge that this will only be for approximately 30 – 50 years.

11. Finance:

a) Accounts as per last statements  The Clerk reported the following bank account balances:
Account 7156819 £6,577.94 as at 31st October, 2005

Account 0042567 £535.09 as at 31st October, 2005

The balances in the funds were: Precept Fund £2,900.77, Car Parking Fund £1,920.02, Parish Plan £581.01, and DCCP3 Scheme £1,696.52.

b) Invoices to be considered for payment:

i) Bickle Landscapes £100 for grass cutting.  Mr. Bickle had cut the bank by Kittiwake Cottage three times although the Council had specified only twice.  It was proposed by Cllr. Stephen Tucker and seconded by Cllr. Harwood that the account should be paid.  All agreed.

ii) Mrs. J Trinick Remembrance Wreath.  Cllr. Mrs. Trinick had obtained an invoice for £20.25 from the Royal British Legion.  It was proposed by Cllr. Harwood and seconded by Cllr. Brazil that it should be paid.  All agreed.

c) To consider the half yearly budget monitoring report, the proposed 2006/2007 budget (Appendix A) and set the Parish Precept for 2006/2007.  The clerk explained the contents of the report pointing out the following items:

· The Clerks salary will be over budget due to the half an hour a week increase in the amount paid agreed in April 2005.

· The Insurance premium has been reduced due to the Council changing it’s insurance company.

· Audit fees were higher this year due to the higher level of income that the Council held.  This is offset by the additional interest that has been earned.

· The Churchyard maintenance will appear to be over budget as two payments will have been made in one financial year.

· The Parish/Green Maintenance expenditure of £640.18 includes a one off payment for the planter at Higher Park (£436.38)

· Car Parking donations are £92 lower than last year.

Councillors then went on to discuss the suggested budget for 2006/07.  The following points and amendments were made:

· The Salary for the Clerk should be amended to 2.5 hours per week at an hourly rate of £8.00 (current hourly rate plus 2.5% for inflation).  The budget will then be £1,040.00

· The administration budget was kept at the same level to accommodate any equipment the new clerk may require.

· The insurance budget was reduced to £250

· The Audit Fees provision was kept at the same level as the fees should reduce when the parish plan and P3 scheme monies have been spent.

· The Parish/Green maintenance provision was increased to take into consideration the increase in Mr. Stephen’s hourly rate.

Cllr. Harwood proposed that the percept for 2006/2007 be set at £3,000.  This was seconded by Cllr. House and all agreed.

12. Parish Plan – Cllr. Harwood to report on the Coffee Morning launch on 22nd October, 2005.  Cllr. Harwood reported that the morning went well, and he had handed out some parish plans and delivered the rest around the parish.  £105 raised from the draw held during the morning was sent to Seafarers UK.  Cllr Stephen Tucker proposed a vote of thanks for all Cllr. Harwood’s work (approximately 280 hours) and all the Councillors agreed.
13. Piglet Stores & Grunters Café – to discuss any further information obtained by Cllrs. Brazil and Hampden-Smith.  No further information had been received apart from that two offers were outstanding but the property had been put back on the market.  It was proposed by Cllr Hampden-Smith that the Parish Council writes to Mr. & Mrs. Day expressing an interest in opening the shop as a community project.  This was seconded by Cllr Roger Tucker and all agreed.
14. Correspondence:

a) Letter from SHDC re: Parish Cluster Meeting to be held on 24.11.05 at Malborough Village Hall.  Two representatives have been invited to attend this meeting commencing at 7.00pm.  Cllr. Brazil said he would attend on 24th November and Cllr. Roger Tucker would go to the meeting on 1st December at Stoke Fleming.

b) Letter from SHDC re: South Hams Statement of Community Involvement (attached).  The letter explained that a pre-draft consultation should have taken place with regard to the new Local Development Framework and asked if the Council felt that they had been prejudiced by the lack of this consultation.  Councillors felt that it was not a problem 

15. Matters at the Chairman’s discretion, or to be put to the next meeting 

· Report from Gary Dimeck(SHDC) regarding the planning application for the sign on the Providence Inn, East Prawle.  The planning officer has recommended refusal for the application and the mater will be discussed at committee on 16th November.  Councillors were angry that once again the recommendation from the parish council had been ignored.  It was suggested that a letter is sent for circulation at the committee highlighting that the sign has been there for approximately 45 years.  

· To formally adopt the Chivelstone Parish Plan.  This will be included in the agenda for the next meeting.

· Website – to discuss if the website should be officially adopted by the council.  This will be included in the agenda for the next meeting.

16. Date of next meeting –  to confirm the date as Thursday 8th December, 2005.  This was confirmed and will start at 7.30pm.

As there was no further business the Chairman thanked those present for their attention and attendance and closed the meeting at 21.48 hours.

…………………………………………………..Chairman  ……..…………………………………….Clerk

…………………………………………..Date
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