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Minutes of the meeting of Chivelstone Parish Council held in the Chivelstone Parish Community Hall, East Prawle on Thursday 21st July, 2005 at 7.30pm.

Present: Mrs. Marilyn Tucker (Clerk), Cllr. Roger Tucker (Chairman), Cllrs. Mrs. J. Trinick, Mr. W. Harwood, Mr. D. Hampden-Smith, Mr. A. House and Mr. J. Brazil.  There were five members of the public present.

1. Apologies for Absence:  Cllr. Stephen Tucker who was having to work late.  PC Steve Mutton.
The Chairman introduced Emma Townsend who is the area representative for the National Trust and happened to be working in the Parish.  She explained that if there are any problems with PROW along the coast between Prawle Point and Woodcombe then she would like to be contacted.

2. Declarations of Interest – Councilors are invited to declare any interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  Cllr. Mrs. Trinick declared an interest in item 14 (a) as she is related to the owner of the geese.  She also declared an interest in item 11 as she is related to a campsite owner and took no part in either discussion.

3. Minutes - to approve as a correct record and authorise the Chairman to sign the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Thursday 16th June, 2005.  It was proposed by Cllr. Harwood and seconded by Cllr. Hampden-Smith that the minutes were a true record.  All were in favour and the Chairman and Clerk duly signed the minutes.

4. Matters arising from the minutes of the above meeting:

a) Traffic Problem in Ford – to discuss the letter received from the residents of ford regarding lorries travelling through the hamlet and damaging properties and decide if any action can be taken.  The Chairman said he would hold this item until Cllr. Brazil arrived.

b) Providence Inn – to report if any action can be taken over the colour of the end of the building.  The Clerk reported that the Enforcement Officer had acknowledged her e-mail and was making further enquiries.  He had pointed out that he was particularly busy at the moment.  Councillors pointed out that very few of them had noticed the problem.

c) Abandoned Cars, Lower Road – to note that the cars have now been removed.  This was noted.  The Chairman pointed out that he owned the land and intends to place a rock where the cars are being parked to prevent future problems.

d) Seats on Village Green – Chairman to report on how much it will cost to repaint the seats.  The chairman had spoken to Chris Wotton who thought that it would cost approximately £50 to renovate the two seats.  Cllr. House proposed that Village Green monies should be used to ask Chris Wotton to repair the seats.  This was seconded by Cllr. Trinick and all agreed.

e) Planting of bulbs around village by Higher Park Residents Association – to note that the association has obtained a grant and the bulbs will be planted at the appropriate time.  This was noted.

f) Trafalgar Weekend – Chairman to report on the outcome of the meeting held 20th June, 2005.  No parishioners came to the meeting where the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Clerk waited for 15 minutes.  It was suggested by Councillors that the ‘weekend’ be ignored.

g) Change of day of Parish Council meetings – to note that Chivelstone Parish Council meetings will be held on the second Thursday of the month from September.  This was agreed.

5. Matters for the Chairman’s discretion – see Item 14 – 

· Geese Grazing on the Village Green

· Presentation by Odyssey on Affordable Housing

· Unofficial Speed limit signs near to Hazelgrove, South Allington

6. Cllr. J. Brazil (S.H.D.C., D.C.C)  Held over until his arrival.
7. Public Participation – the members of the public present are invited to ask any questions or make any comments regarding the parish.

Comments were made regarding the rubbish which is being left at White Gate (the entrance to Woodcombe Farm).  It is being left in bags and an open box and being ripped over the road.  All attempts to contact the tenants of the farm have been unsuccessful.  It was decided to get the clerk to write to the owners explaining the problem.  A parishioner asked when Trafalgar Weekend was.  It was explained that it is on 21st – 23rd October.  It was felt that perhaps a beacon could be lit.  Mr. Moser felt that the whole of the village green area is a mess due to the fowling by the geese.  He felt that the area is for leisure activities more than an open space for grazing and that the geese should not be allowed on the green and something should be done about it.  The Chairman had spoken to various people who agree that the main problem is the mess the geese leave behind not actually the geese.  He had also spoken to Ms Trinick regarding the requirement of insurance.  The Chairman explained that the council will be discussing the item in full at agenda item number 14.  Mr. Moser asked the Chairman how he felt regarding the decision by the District Council to recommend ‘option C’ to the Council’s Executive Committee which was “To seek to hold the current level of camping/caravanning by inviting planning applications or certificates for lawful use.  Where sites are lawful seek agreement to a code of operation as devised in consultation with the Parish Council.  Take enforcement action to prevent an expansion of sites or numbers beyond what can be shown to be lawful.”  The Chairman explained that that was the option he and the parish council had been hoping for.  Mr. Moser felt that there could have been more consultation.  The Chairman explained that he was not completely happy as the option included applying for Certificates of Lawful use over which there is not a lot of control.  A query was raised where information could be obtained from for the AONB (item 12) and the parishioner was told to contact Robin Toogood at South Hams District Council.  The planning application for The Paddocks, Chivelstone bothered parishioners due to the proposed size of the development in such a small area.  The Chairman explained that he had been informed that a building had already been erected in the field near to the site of the building in the planning application.  He contacted the owners and visited the site this morning.  He queried why such a large building is required.  The owners want to store a tractor, 300 chickens, and a wormery.  

The chairman then closed public participation.  Cllr Brazil arrived at this point (20.43).  The Chairman then went back to item 4a.

4. Traffic Problem in Ford Cllr. Brazil explained that he had spoken to DCC highways and they had visited the residents in Ford.  He didn’t think that there was much could be done and that it will be an ongoing problem.  The Clerk was asked to reply to the letter and explain that it is a highways matter and nothing more can be done as signs are already in place.

6. Cllr. J. Brazil (S.H.D.C., D.C.C) Cllr. Brazil explained that SHDC have a recess in August and then will start preparing budgets in September.  Devon County Council – Cllr. Brazil reported that Exeter airport is being sold off and this will be beneficial in the long term.  The Chairman congratulated Cllr. Brazil on being appointed the Leader’s Executive support member.  Cllr. Brazil also added that Kingsbridge Community College had obtained planning permission for a full size artificial pitch.

8. Planning:

a) To discuss and make a recommendation to the South Hams District Council on the following planning applications:
i) Planning Application 10/1107/05/F Erection of general purpose agricultural building and access road, The Paddocks, Chivelstone.  Applicant Mr. & Mrs. L & TJ Williams-Geldard.  Cllr Brazil proposed that the Parish Council strongly recommend objecting to the application on the grounds of overdevelopment in open countryside.  The shed is big enough to house a mobile home and storage facilities already exists at the stables and in the two filed shelters already erected.  Seconded by Cllr Hampden-Smith.  All agreed.

ii) Planning Application 10/1114/05/F Taking down and re-erection of agricultural storage barn in new position, Woodcombe Farm, East Prawle.  Applicant Mr. & Mrs. R Stevens.  Cllr. House proposed and Cllr. Harwood seconded that the application be supported.  All agreed.

b) Planning Permission Granted 10/0792/05/F Alterations and extensions, Hillside Cottage, Ford.  Applicant Mr. D Hanmer.  To note the conditions of the approval dated 21st June, 2005.  The Clerk read out the six conditions which were noted.

c) Planning Application 10/0493/05/F – Hazelgrove, South Allington – to note that this application has been withdrawn.  This was noted.

d) Planning Application 10/0746/05/F – Higher Borough, Chivelstone – to note that this application has been withdrawn.  This was noted.

9. Finance:

a) Accounts as per last statements

The Clerk explained that the bank accounts had the following balances as at 14th July, 2005:


No. 1 account (0042567)

£515.18


Business Account (7156819)

£6,662.97

The clerk explained that £2,423.73 was in the Parish Council fund, £1,794.51 was in the Car Parking fund, £1,263.39 in the Parish Plan fund and £1,696.52 in the P3 Scheme fund.  Cllr. Harwood pointed out that the Parish Plan was now finished and was with the printers.

b) Invoices to be considered for payment:

i) Coleridge Association Subscription - £12.  

ii) Audit Fee for 2004/05 from Ken Abraham - £44.00

iii) Saltstone Group Association - £15.  Cllr. Brazil proposed that all three invoices be paid and this was seconded by Cllr House and all agreed.

c) Village Green Honesty boxes – to note the amount collected between 7th June and 13th July, 2005.  The clerk reported that £16.56 had been collected from the ‘Shop’ box and £78.20 from the Bus Shelter box, a total of £97.66.  This compared to a total of £139.29 in the same period last year, despite the weather being better in 2005.  Cllr. Hampden-Smith offered to re-paint the collection boxes and all agreed.

d) Internal Audit Report – to note the contents of the report from Ken Abraham.  The Clerk read out the letter which stated that the Auditor had no issues.  This was noted.

e) VAT Remittance Advice – to note the receipt of the 2004/2005 VAT repayment.  This was £426.98 due to the expenditure on the parish plan.

10. Public Payphone at Ford – to discuss a letter received from BT suggesting that the telephone be changed to a ‘cashless’ system.  It was felt that the WiFi system suggested as an option in the BT letter would be good for the Village Green telephone box.  The box would be upgraded to bring wireless broadband to the community.  After some discussion it was proposed that the Council should agree to BT making the box a cashless system but emphasise the Council will resist any further action to remove the box completely.  The clerk said that she would investigate the possibility of the Village Green box being upgraded.
11. Camping in East Prawle – the Chairman to report on a joint meeting of the SHDC Environment and Prosperity Policy Development Groups held on Tuesday 19th July.  The Chairman repeated what had been mentioned in Public Participation explaining that he and the clerk had attended a joint meeting of the Environment and Prosperity Policy Development Groups at Follaton House on Tuesday 19th July.  The final decision was to recommend option c (as detailed above) to the Executive Committee where the final detail will be decided.
12. South Devon AONB Management Plan 2004 – 2009 – to discuss if the Parish has any projects which would fit the criteria of the plan and would be eligible for SHDC funding.  Cllr Brazil explained that the AONB has a Sustainable Development Fund of £100,000 to offer grants to communities for projects that bring environmental, social, and economic benefits to the AONB.  It was suggested to put an article in the newsletter asking for ideas for projects.
13. Correspondence:

a) Salcombe-Kingsbridge Estuary Environment Management Plan – to decide if the Parish Council wishes to ‘sign-up’ to the plan.  It was felt that this was not really an issue for Chivelstone Parish Council as the parish is too far away from the Estuary.

b) Letter from DCC- to note that Ros Davies will be on maternity leave from the 15th July to January 2006.  This was noted.  Richard Spurway will be the contact in Ros’s absence.

c) South Hams Local Development Framework – to note the receipt of the documents and that responses should reach SHDC by August 5th 2005.  Two sets of the framework books were circulated between the Councillors who were asked to respond directly to SHDC.

14. Matters at the Chairman’s discretion, or to be put to the next meeting 

· Geese Grazing on the Village Green - letters from Fred Moser complaining about the excessive fouling of the Village Green, Sarah Trinick suggesting a solution to the problem and Lou and Bill Bonham supporting the geese on the green had been previously circulated to Councillors.  It was pointed out that Ms Trinick in her letter had offered to shut the geese in during the school holidays and clean up around the Steve Mitchelmore table.  It was proposed that the Council takes Ms. Trinick at her word in the letter and monitors the situation.  This was seconded and the clerk was asked to reply to Mr. Moser explaining that the Council understands his concerns and the geese will be shut away during the holidays and attach Ms. Trinick’s and the Bonham’s letter and hope that it satisfies his concerns.  The clerk was also asked to write to Ms. Trinick to say thank you for addressing the issues.

· Odyssey Presentation – The Clerk read out letter received from Action 2020 regarding a presentation on a different type of Affordable Housing.  The presentation is on Tuesday 9th August at 6.00pm in the Old Chapel, Baptist Lane, Kingsbridge.  Cllr Harwood said that he would attend and Cllrs. Brazil and Mrs. Trinick thought that it was possible for them to attend

· Speed Limit South Allington – an ‘official looking’ maximum speed limit sign of 20mph has appeared at Hazelgrove – this will be discussed at the next meeting

15. Date of next meeting –  to confirm the date as Thursday 8th September, 2005.  This was confirmed and will commence at 7.30pm.

The Chairman then thanked everyone for their time and attention and declared the meeting closed at 22.08 hours.

……………………………………………….Chairman  ……………………………………………….Clerk 

……………………………………………..…Date
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