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Minutes of the Chivelstone Annual Parish meeting held in the Chivelstone Parish Community Hall on Thursday 21st April, 2005 at 8.15pm.

Present: Mrs. Marilyn Tucker (Clerk), Cllr. R. Tucker (Chairman), Cllrs. Mrs. J. Trinick, Mr. W. Harwood, Mr. A. House, Mr. D. Hampden-Smith, Mr. J. Brazil, Mr. Owen Masters, PC Steve Mutton and Ms. Verity Palk (South Hams District Council Waste Management Officer).  There were two members of the public present.

1. Apologies for absence:  Chris Wotton, Stephen Tucker.
The Chairman apologised for starting late but he had received three phone calls regarding 12 bags of rubbish which had been ripped apart outside Ash Park house.  He felt this was very appropriate for this evening.  He then introduced Verity Palk the SHDC Waste Management Officer.

2. Presentation by Verity Palk (South Hams District Waste Management Officer) on the new ‘kerbside collection’.  Verity explained that SHDC collect from 41,000 homes and half of the rubbish goes to Chelston Meadow (which closes in 18 months time) and half to Heathfield, Newton Abbot.  The Government have introduced targets to increase the amount of waste that is recycled.  The green bin system currently covers 60% of the district.  For this year SHDC must meet 30% of recycling waste or penalties will be imposed.  21% was met in 03/04.  Only a certain allowance of organic waste can be taken to landfill sites and if this is exceeded DCC will have to pay fines.  The new scheme aims to divert this organic waste elsewhere.  She explained what the sack and bin system will be.  Each household that can accommodate them will receive a grey bin, a brown bin, and two different coloured sacks.  The bins will be collected on alternate weeks and the sacks will be collected fortnightly.  The organic waste will be taken to a especially built composter at Heathfield which was funded by a DEFRA grant.  If you have nowhere to store the bins then you will not be issued with them.  The scheme has been well received in the Dartmouth area and the next phase starts in two weeks which is Kingsbridge and surrounding villages to Stokenham.  Verity felt that the scheme will be introduced to this area definitely by March 2006 but maybe at the end of this year.  An assisted collection policy will be introduced and parishioners will have to apply to SHDC and they will then be assessed.  There is a lot of publicity with roadshows and leaflets when the scheme is being introduced to an area.  Verity then invited questions from those present.  Mrs. Kingston asked regarding the holiday homes.  A policy is in the process of being developed and it will depend on how the property is rated.  A business rated property will be expected to pay for a trade waste collection.  A second home will be expected to take part, a holiday home will need to discuss how they want to treat their waste with the district council.  Where a compaction vehicle cannot access properties they will only receive the recycling sacks.  If the wrong items are put in the sacks then they will not be collected.  It was suggested that a leaflet drop is made in this parish during the summer to catch the holiday makers.  The Chairman thanked Verity for her talk and she left to go to Stokenham.
Cups of coffee and tea were distributed at this point.

The Chairman then invited Cllr Owen Masters to talk as he also had to go to Stokenham Parish Council meeting.

8. Cllr. Owen Masters D.C.C. -  Cllr Maters reported that the ombudsman had received 73 complaints regarding the County Council last year and he had found none of them to be a problem.  He explained that he sits on the standard committee who deal with complaints.  The next meeting of DCC will be the last before the election.  The South Hams area have two new Councillors after the election and our division will be called Kingsbridge and Stokenham.  He mentioned that that when there is a new development the County Council can request a fee to put into the infrastructure.  The Hallsands Hotel development, and the new houses at Chestnut Park, Beeson will both contribute sums of money which will be for education (KCC and Stokenham Primary School).  Cllr. Masters went on to explain that the Kingsbridge Town Council have decided to hold a site meeting with DCC to discuss the pavements in Kingsbridge.  More loading bays may be created at the bottom of the town.  The Town Council do not want bollards on the edge of the pavements or to loose spaces in Fore Street which if more loading bays were made would happen.  Cllr. Masters also pointed out that there will be more traffic wardens in the town during the summer months.  The Chairman thanked Cllr. Masters for his help and he left to go to Stokenham.

The Chairman then invited PC Steve Mutton to talk to those present.

The policeman only had the crime figures for the parish since January which included two reported vehicle damage, however he pointed out that this was still a low crime area.  He added that the problems at Higher Park have not yet been logged but the parents have been spoken to and it appears to have been resolved.  PC Mutton went on to explain that if there was problem in the Parish don’t be afraid to contact him especially if it is community orientated.  Cards were distributed with the contact details.  As there was no questions, the Chairman thanked PC Mutton for coming and taking part.

3. Minutes of the last Annual Parish meeting:  to approve as a correct record and authorize  the Chairman to sign the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 15th April, 2004.  It was proposed by Cllr. House and seconded by Cllr. Hampden-Smith that the minutes were a true record.  All were in favour and the Chairman and Clerk duly signed the minutes.
4. Matters Arising

a) Progress with the DCC P3 scheme – Cllr House to report progress made to date and plans for 2005/2006.  Cllr House briefly explained how the DCC P3 Scheme works and how much the Parish Council receives.  The funding is only received if the Parish has a project for improvement.  This year it has been decided to improve bridleway 13 (Ash Park Lane).  A cutting and trimming programme  will be drawn up.  Surveys must be carried out and sent to DCC annually.  Cllr. House thanked all the parishioners who had carried out a survey.  The Chairman thanked Alan for all his hard work.
b) Car Parking across the top of the Green – should steps be taken before the season starts to prevent cars parking by the benches and telephone box.  It was pointed out that problems arise when cars park badly between the benches and cause an obstruction of the main road to Prawle Point.  It was suggested that perhaps boulders or small wooden posts could be put in place but it was felt that people may trip over stones and they may just park alongside the posts causing even more of a problem.  After some discussion it was decided that something must be done to prevent the parking and perhaps traffic cones could be purchased to see if it would work.  The clerk was asked to investigate the cost of ‘Yellow no waiting cones’.

5. Chairman’s Report  The chairman reported “ During the last year the Parish Council has signed up to the Parish Paths Partnership (P3) Scheme with Devon County Council which means that Chivelstone Parish Council are in control of the footpaths and bridleways in the parish.  Thank you to Cllr. Alan House for all the work he has put into the scheme for which we are paid £855 annually.  British Telecom had been trying to close the telephone boxes at Higher Park, South Allington, and Ford but thanks to the hard negotiation by our clerk the matter has ceased.  The recycling banks at Broad Road have been increased to include a can bank.   The SHDC Dog Warden told Cllr. Brazil that we do not require a speed limit in order to have Dog Litterbins in the parish.  Cllr. Brazil was going to pursue this matter at South Hams.  Cllr. Brazil also canvassed for 52 telephone numbers to be register for broadband in order that the parish reached the trigger level to give us broadband by the end of the year.  In May Stephen Munday SHDC Head of Planning and Building Control came to our Parish Council meeting to discuss the camping issues in this parish after which it was agreed to do a census on camping and caravanning in the parish.  SHDC also agreed to have a workshop to look at camping in the Saltstone Ward (Cllr. Brazil’s ward) which was held on 24th March, 2005.  SHDC Members who attended the workshop now have to report to their committees.  Their recommendation was ‘to seek to hold the current level of camping/caravanning by inviting planning applications or certificates for lawful use.  Where sites are lawful seek agreement to a code of operation as devised in consultation with the Parish Council.  Take enforcement action to prevent an expansion of sites or numbers beyond what can be shown to be lawful.  Discussion was given to the merger of East Portlemouth Parish Council with Chivelstone Parish Council.  Chivelstone’s preliminary thoughts were we have no objections to East Portlemouth’s idea of a merger.  The Parish Plan is progressing slowly and our thanks go to Cllr. Harwood for his hard work on this project.  The Parish Council has agreed to control a small piece of land at Higher Park, known as ‘the planter’.  Talks have been given at meetings on Community Composting, Community Fire Safety, and First Responders.  The Parish Council has dealt with over 20 Planning Applications in the last twelve months and the minute book has increased by over fifty pages.  I would like to thank all the Councillors for their hard work and continued support and the Clerk for her hard work and keeping us in order.’  Cllr House added that the first responders programme is progressing and further details are included in the Parish Council newsletter, which was being distributed in the next week.
PC Mutton left at this point (22.13 hours)

6. Finance Report – the Clerk circulated draft copies of the receipts and payments account for 2004/2005.  She highlighted the following points:  

· The Parish Precept had been increased to £3,000 to allow for producing parish newsletters and a contribution to the Parish Plan.

· Interest had increased due to the Parish Plan grant and P3 Grant being held in out account.

· Car Parking Income was £196 less compared to last year.  This was mainly due as a donation (£150) had not been received from a parishioner who uses the village green for parking.

· Administration had been significantly reduced as not as many newsletters had been produced as anticipated and most agendas are now sent by e-mail cutting down on printing costs.

· The Parish had paid £681.47 for the parish election but this only happens every four years.

· The Parish Maintenance expenditure was higher than last year but this was due to the purchase of the new strimmer at a cost of £278.

· The audit fees had increased due to the additional expenditure on the parish plan, but this will be reduced for 2005/2006.

Cllr. Harwood added a thank you for the SCOF donation.

7. Cllr. Mr. Julian Brazil, SHDC  Cllr Brazil reported that the SHDC Council Tax increase had been set at 3.8%, unfortunately to obtain this the street sweeping service has been cut and car parking charges increased by 11%.  He explained the new refuse collection system is being introduced and we will have to wait and see what happens with second homes.  The Gara Rock owners are to appeal and the hearing will be next February in East Portlemouth.  The hotel will be open this summer.  The chairman added that he had spoken to one of the owners and suggested that the site is dug out by 6ft and then use the stone to face the new building.  Cllr Brazil added that the Leisure Centre takeover discussions have fallen through and investigations will be made as to how it went wrong.
9. Reports from the following organisations will be tabled at the meeting for the public to read:

a) Chivelstone Parish Community Hall

b) Chivelstone Youth Club

c) National Coastwatch Institution Prawle Point

d) Coleridge Association

e) Coleridge Community Bus

f) Start Circle of Friends

g) Neighbourhood Watch Scheme – Mr. & Mrs. Partridge reported that they had attended a couple of meetings but there was nothing to note.

These reports were circulated and are attached to these minutes apart from a report from the National Coastwatch Institution Prawle Point, which had not been received.

10. Public Discussion:  The Chairman invited questions and comments from the members of the parish present.  Cllr Brazil thanked the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and the Clerk for all their hard work.
The Chairman thanked everyone for their excellent input and declared the meeting closed at 22.32 hours.

………………………………………….Chairman       ..……………………………………….…….Clerk

………………………………………………..Date
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