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Minutes of the meeting of Chivelstone Parish Council held in the Chivelstone Parish Community Hall on Thursday 21st April, 2005 at 7.00p.m.

Present: Mrs. Marilyn Tucker (Clerk), Cllr. Roger Tucker (Chairman), Cllrs. Mrs. Trinick, Mr. W. Harwood, Mr. J Brazil (arrived at 7.30pm), Mr. D Hampden-Smith (arrived at 7.55pm) and Mr. A. House.  There was one member of the public present.

1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr Stephen Tucker.  The parish council accepted this apology.
2. Declarations of Interest – Councillors are invited to declare any interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  Cllr Mrs. Trinick declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 4b and Cllr. Hampden-Smith declared a prejudicial interest in item 6a and took no part in the discussions or vote.

3. Minutes of the meetings held 17th March and 7th April, 2005 – to approve as a correct record and authorise the Chairman to sign the minutes of the last two meetings.  It was proposed by Cllr. House and seconded by Cllr. Harwood that the minutes were a true record.  All were in favour and the Chairman and Clerk duly signed the minutes.
4. Matters arising from the minutes of the last two meetings:

a) Land at Higher Park – to discuss the quotes received and decide who should erect the fence.  The clerk reported that she had not received any quotes as the people who were invited to provide a quote were all too busy to carry out the work.  Cllr. House proposed that Mr. Stephens and Mr. Brotherton are asked to submit a quote.  This was seconded by Cllr. Harwood and all agreed.

b) Camping in Saltstone Ward – report by the Chairman on the meeting held at Follaton House on 24th March.  The Chairman reported that Stephen Munday had given a full report at the meeting on the camping situation in East Prawle and a good discussion followed.  The workshop recommended ‘to seek to hold the current level of camping/caravanning by inviting planning applications or certificates for lawful use.  Where sites are lawful seek agreement to a code of operation as devised in consultation with the Parish Council.  Take enforcement action to prevent an expansion of sites or numbers beyond what can be shown to be lawful.’  The Chairman explained that he would prefer for planning applications to be made rather than certificates of lawful use as once a certificate is awarded there is very little control.  This recommendation will be put to the Environment Group and Policy Development Group which will then proceed to the Executive Committee.  It is unsure as to how long this will take.

c) Trafalgar Weekend – to discuss how the Parish Council wishes to proceed with arranging celebration for the weekend of 21st to 23rd October, 2005.  The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council holds a parish meeting to see what response there is.  This was seconded by Cllr. Brazil and all agreed.

d) Consultation document from the Standards Board re: Code of Conduct – to collate responses to the document.  Cllr Brazil proposed that Chivelstone Parish Council does not respond as the questionnaire was ‘loaded’ and the time and effort to complete the form would far out way any benefit the Councillors would receive.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr. House and all agreed.  The clerk pointed out that South Hams Council were also collating responses to the document but it was felt that it was a waste of time and did not apply to the parish.

e) New Ethical Framework – report from the Clerk on the training event held on 4th April, 2005 at Follaton.  The clerk reported that the session was mainly about the Code of Conduct, the difference between prejudicial and personal interests and how complaints are to be dealt with.  She had learnt that the Standards Board is costing £8m a year to run and more complaints are now being pushed down to a local level rather than being resolved in London.  It was emphasised that it is the responsibility of the Councillors to declare any interests they may have at meetings and not up to the Clerk to establish if there is an interest.  The District Council will be developing a system to award dispensations for Parish Councillors and hopefully this will have a fast ‘turn round’.

f) Saltstone Group AGM – report from Councillors who attended the meeting on 21st March, 2005.  Cllr. Brazil reported that it was a short meeting and Cllr. Rufus Gilbert was re-elected as chairman.

5. Matters for the Chairman’s discretion – see Item 9

· Letter from Treasurer of Parochial Church Council.

6. Planning:

a) Application 10/0645/05/F Provision of owner/manager accommodation within roof space, Piglet Stores, East Prawle. Applicant: Mr. & Mrs. V Day.  To make a recommendation to the District Council on this application.  The clerk had contacted the planning officer and he explained that if planning permission was granted this would be linked to the café and shop and be for use as manager accommodation only.  After some discussion it was pointed out that the shop and café does not have a parking space as listed in the application and it was felt the parish did not want to loose the shop and putting accommodation in the building could be the start of a ‘slippery slope’ towards this.  Cllr. Brazil proposed that the Parish Council object to the application due to change of use, overdevelopment and lack of parking.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr Mrs. Trinick.  Two Councillors voted in favour of the proposal, two voted against and one abstained.  The Chairman used his casting vote and voted against the proposal.  The Clerk said that she would point out on the form to be returned to South Hams that the shop does not own any parking space.

b) Planning Permission Refused Application number 10/0135/05/F Change of use of agricultural land to extend residential curtilage and erection of conservatory, 3 Higher Borough, Chivelstone.  Applicant Ms J Attwood.  The clerk pointed out the reasons for the refusal dated 8th March, 2005.  

c) Copy of Planning Officers report to SHDC Members on application 10/0258/05/F Conversion of redundant building to living accommodation including new flue, window, rooflights and the erection of decking.  Mill Barn, Garlands Farm, South Allington.  Applicant Mr. K.J. Browne.  To note the officers recommendation for a conditional approval on this application.  The clerk pointed out that the planning officer had consulted with the environmental health officer and they did not believe that there would be a problem with smoke pollution.  It was thought that the application had been discussed at the SHDC meeting held on 20th April, but it was not known what the outcome had been.

7. Finance:

a) Accounts as per last statements.  The clerk read out the balances as follows:




Account 7156819 £4,378.63




Account 0042567    £859.73

She explained that £1,730.38 was in the Precept Fund, £1,316.71 was in the Car Parking Fund, £935.26 in the Parish Plan Fund, and £906.52 in the DCC Parish Plan Fund.

b) Membership form for DAPC £41 – to note the annual fee which will be collected prior to the precept being paid to Chivelstone Parish Council.  This was noted.
c) Letter from DAPC re: discounted insurance scheme from Community First – to decide if a quotation should be applied for.  The Clerk explained that a sample policy supplied quoted a charge of approximately £155.  The Councillors felt that it would be worth getting a more detailed quotation.

d) Renewal invitation from Allianz Cornhill for insurance for 2005/2006 £358.23  It was decided to wait until the quotation had been received from Community First before renewing this policy which wasn’t due until June.
e) Wayleave payment from Western Power – to note the amount received of £11.33.  This was noted.

8. Correspondence:

a) Letter re: VE Day Celebration – invitation to all parishioners over 70 years old to event on 7th May, 2005.  Cllr. Mrs. Trinick said she would try to let everyone know about this event.  The clerk pointed out that she had put a poster up in the notice board.

b) Letter from DCC detailing Highway Maintenance Works for the spring 2005  The clerk read out that the roads around South Allington, Lannacombe and Chivelstone will be surface dressed between April and June, 2005.
c) Letter from DCC re: new Road Safety Officer It was noted that the new road safety officer for the Newton Abbot and Ivybridge Local Service Group areas is Mr. Nigel Flower.
d) Thank you letter from Coleridge Bus Committee for donation This was noted.
e) Letter from SHDC re: Planning Delivery Grant  The letter thanked Parish Councils for responding to Planning Application consultations so promptly as this enabled them to meet two out of three targets to obtain the £365,000 grant.
9. Matters at the Chairman’s discretion, or to be put to the next meeting  The Chairman explained that he had thought the contribution had been paid and had not passed the letter from the church requesting the £205 contribution to the clerk before she had sent out this agenda.  He apologized to Cllr. Mrs. Trinick and it will be on the agenda for the next meeting.
10. Date of next meeting –  Thursday 19th May, 2005 (ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING).  This was noted.

As there was no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 20.10 hours.

………………………………………………Chairman  ………………………………………...……….Clerk

…………………………………………………..Date
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