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Minutes of the meeting of Chivelstone Parish Council held in the Chivelstone Parish Community Hall on Thursday 17th March, 2005 at 7.30pm.

Present: Mrs. Marilyn Tucker (Clerk), Cllr. Roger Tucker (Chairman), Cllr. Mrs. Trinick, Mr. W. Harwood, Mr. A. House, Mr. Stephen Tucker, Mr. J. Brazil and Mr. O. Masters.  There were no members of the public present.

1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr. Hampden-Smith.  The Council accepted this apology.
2. Declarations of Interest – Councilors are invited to declare any interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  Cllr. Roger Tucker and Cllr Stephen Tucker both declared an interest in item 4d. and took no part in discussions due to their relationship with the clerk.  Cllr. Brazil declared an interest in item 10a as he is in the same Darts team as the applicant.  Cllr Harwood declared and interest in item 12c as Chairman of SCOF and Cllr. Mrs. Trinick declared and interest in item 12e as she is Secretary to Chivelstone PCC.

3. Minutes - to approve as a correct record and authorise the Chairman to sign the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Thursday 17th February, 2005.  It was proposed by Cllr. Stephen Tucker and seconded by Cllr. Brazil that the minutes were a true record.  All were in favour and the Chairman and Clerk duly signed the minutes.
4. Matters arising from the minutes of the above meeting:

a) Land at Higher Park – report from Cllr. House on what type of fence would be suitable for the area and an update on the maintenance of the ground.  Cllr. House felt that the best fence would be a 50cm high picket fence to blend in with the other fences in the area, mounted on top of the wall.  Mr. Des Bickle had volunteered to dig out the large roots from the soil while he had a digger in the village for another job.  The Clerk informed the Council that Mrs. Caswell was willing to sort out the planting of the area with shrubs and was going to write to the residents of Higher Park to ask if they would like to donate either a plant or £5 towards a plant for the area.  It was felt that if more residents are involved they may respect the planter more.  The Chairman proposed that the Council write to Mr. & Mrs. Bickle thanking them for their help in preparing the planter and also to Mrs. Caswell noting that the council is happy with her ideas and the council supports her.  Councillors decided that Mr. Des Bickle, Mr. Brian Kelland and Mr. Sean Jeffery should be approached to provide quotes to erect the fence.  The requirements for the fence were agreed as follows: Treated natural wood, to match the fence surrounding 17 & 18 Higher Park, one foot high above the top of the wall height and fixed to the wall securely on the inside of the planter.  

b) Camping in Saltstone Ward – to report any further progress made with regard to the meeting at Follaton House on 24th March.  Cllr. Brazil had obtained copies of the agenda for the meeting and felt that all Councillors should read it.  The recommendation being made by the Planning officer is ‘to seek to hold the current level of camping/caravanning by inviting planning applications or certificates for lawful use.  Where sites are lawful seek agreement to a code of operation as devised in consultation with the Parish Council.  Take enforcement action to prevent an expansion of sites or numbers beyond what can be shown to be lawful’.  Cllr. Brazil encouraged as many people as possible to attend the meeting.  The Chairman said that he had been asked to represent the Parish Council.  The Chairman felt that the recommendation to include inviting applications for certificates of lawful use may not help the current situation as those granted would not have the amount of control over them as the ones granted planning permission which would have to work within the suggested code of conduct.  On the whole the report was felt to be a fair representation and was a good starting point to commence discussions.  Cllr. Brazil pointed out that it will be a public meeting and if members of the public which to speak then they should contact the Chairman of the committee at South Hams District Council.  

c) Purchase of a new Strimmer – to discuss the quotes obtained by the Chairman and Cllr. House and decide which supplier to place an order with.  The quotes obtained for a stihl strimmer were £372 from Aveton Gifford, £366 from Kingsbridge Hire Centre and £326.25 from Radwell and Tucker of Exeter.  The prices all included VAT.  Cllr. House proposed that a new strimmer be purchased from Radwell & Tucker at a cost of £326.25.  This was seconded by Cllr. Harwood and all agreed.  The Clerk informed Councillors that the old strimmer can be sold and the best way would be if the Council agreed a price and then it was advertised.  Cllr. Stephen Tucker proposed that an advert be placed in the local paper ‘free ads ’ asking for £50 or near offer for the old strimmer.  This was seconded by Cllr. Brazil and all agreed.  The clerk will ensure that the strimmer is sold ‘as seen’ so that there will be no ‘come back’ from the purchaser.

d) Implementation of the National Agreement on Salaries and conditions of service of local Council Clerks in England & Wales – to discuss the progress made by Cllrs. Mrs. Trinick, Harwood and Brazil with regard to the Clerks Contract of employment and details within.  The Chairman handed over to the vice-chairman Cllr. Mrs. Trinick.  Cllr Brazil had spoken to Lesley Smith and established that if the clerk wanted to leave the meeting during the discussion she could but the Councillors didn’t mind her staying, so she continued to take notes.  Lesley Smith also mentioned that the item should be not be discussed outside the meeting.  Cllr. Brazil had established that the minimum number of hours to be paid was four for any parish council and the minimum hourly rate is £7.60 per hour.  Unfortunately this meant that the clerk salary would double and the precept would have to be increased accordingly.  A discussion followed taking into consideration what the parish can afford and what the clerk should be paid.  Cllr. Harwood proposed that the clerk is paid for two and a half hours per week at SP 16 (£7.804) per hour for 52 weeks per annum from 1st April, 2005.  This should be reviewed in October when the budget is discussed with a view increasing the hours to 4 per week over the next few years.  Cllr. Brazil seconded the proposal and all agreed.  Cllr. Roger Tucker and Cllr. Stephen Tucker returned to the meeting.

e) Consultation document on Criteria for Undertaking a review of a National Park or AONB Boundary – Cllr House to report on the document.  Cllr House reported that the criteria seemed reasonable and the questionnaire should be returned saying this.  All agreed  Cllr. House said he would return the form.  He also pointed out that at the last meeting of the AONB Partners it was noted that there were no plans to change AONB boundaries in the South Hams.

f) Two Discussion documents from the ODPM re: Citizen Engagement and Public Services: Why Neighbourhoods Matter and Vibrant Local Leadership.- Cllr House to report if a response is required.  Cllr House reported that these documents are more a general request for general information and he felt that the Vibrant Local Leadership document was more for District Councils to respond to.  The only reform which may effect the parish is in connection with elections and trying to get them held all at the same time.  The Citizen Engagement and Public Services document was more of an extension of the Quality Parishes scheme and was not a very readable document.  Cllr. House will keep the document for future reference.

g) Special General meeting of Members of Action 2020 – Cllr. Brazil to report on the meeting.  Cllr. Brazil reported that the group voted to become a company limited by guarantee which will give them greater independence and will not have to use SHDC as ‘bankers’.  The clerk had received the minutes from the meeting which also said that the application to Companies House had been made and the certificate of incorporation should be received within the next two or three weeks.

h) Coleridge Bus AGM  - report from Cllr. Hampden-Smith on the meeting.  The Clerk read a written report from Cllr. Hampden-Smith in which he pointed out that the only loss making run of the Community Bus was the Prawle run to Kingsbridge on a Wednesday and that parishioners should be encouraged to use the bus as much as possible.  It was also noted that the bus is available for private hire at very reasonable rates and new drivers are always needed.

The Chairman then moved to item 7 on the agenda because Cllr. Maters was intending to attend Stokenham Parish Council meeting after Chivelstone.

7. Cllr. Owen Masters (D.C.C.)  Cllr. Masters reported that next Tuesday is there is a DCC Executive Meeting and the Members will be looking at the Education budget.  The last Executive meeting discussed Highways and Kingsbridge Hospital Hill road will be finished in the next financial year and money has been included in the capital budget for a pedestrian crossing at West Alvington Hill for October.  Cllr. Masters explained that the Education Capital budget is massive.  Hopefully the new playing field for the college will be established so as KM United can take over the lease at Belle Hill.  Cllr. Masters and his colleagues are trying to make sure that there is money for a new 6th Form centre at Kingsbridge.  Cllr Maters went on to report that there are a few paving stones in Fore Street that are uneven and broken.  There has been a couple of quite serious accidents mainly outside particular shops where lorries are mounting the pavement for unloading.  The County may look at ways of avoiding this problem as there is not much point in the Highways department mending the slabs if lorries are going to continue to drive on them.  One solution would be to create more loading bays in Fore Street but this would obviously mean that parking spaces would be lost.  Cllr. Stephen Tucker asked about the All Weather Pitch which is being built at the Community College, and why the quote for the half size pitch had been accepted although it was a for lot more than for a full size pitch which had been built at Bristol.  Cllr. Masters said that he would look into the matter as it was important for the County Council to ensure that they are receiving value for money at all times.  Cllr. Brazil expressed his concern over the possibility of loosing parking spaces in Fore Street and the detrimental effect it will have on the shops.  The Chairman then thanked Cllr. Masters for his input and Cllr. Maters left the meeting.
5. Chivelstone Parish Plan – to discuss the draft plan (circulated separately)  Cllr. Harwood explained what the document contained.  Photographs will be added when the weather has improved.  The Chairman added that the Clerk and Cllr. Harwood had put a lot of time into producing the work.  The clerk pointed out that the claim for the funding had to be made by the end of the month due to the disbanding of the CA.  Councillors were asked to pass any comments to Cllr. Harwood.
6. Matters for the Chairman’s discretion – see Item 14

· Location of Potholes in Chivelstone Parish

8. Cllr. J. Brazil (S.H.D.C.)  Cllr. Brazil reported that the big issue at SHDC at the moment was the waste bins.  A meeting is being held next Thursday to find out when the new system is being introduced to this area.  He said that generally it was felt in parishes that the new system was better than they thought it was going to be.  There are still issues with the size of the bins, where to store them and food waste being around for two weeks which will need to be addressed.  
9. Public Participation  there was none.
10. Planning:

a) Application 10/0258/05/F Conversion of redundant building to living accommodation including a new flue, window, rooflights and the erection of decking.  Garlands Farm, South Allington.  Applicant Mr. K.J. Brown.  A discussion followed regarding the flue from the stove and the possible smoke pollution which may occur.  The Chairman proposed that the council objects to the application due to the wood burning stove and flue taking into consideration the history of smoke pollution problems in the properties adjacent to Garlands Farm (Ferndale House).  Cllr. House seconded the proposal.  Four Councillors voted in favour of the recommendation and one abstained.  The proposal was therefore carried.

b) Planning Permission Granted Application 10/2507/04/F Erection of stables/livestock building, tackroom and feed store including landscaping and access improvements.  The Paddocks, Chivelstone, Mr. & Mrs. T.J. Williams-Geldard.  The clerk read out the seven conditions.  It was noted that the Council’s concerns with the application had been taken into consideration by applying conditions with regard to the location of manure/dung heaps and that the building shall only be used for the stabling of the applicants horses only.

11. Trafalgar Weekend: to discuss how the Parish Council wishes to proceed with arranging celebrations for the weekend of 21st to 23rd October, 2005.  The Chairman decided to defer this item to the next meeting and Councillors were asked to bring ideas then.
12. Finance:

a) Accounts as per last statements The clerk read out the balances as follows:



Account 7156819 £5,421.00 as at 14th March, 2005




Account 0042567 £272.74 as at 14th March, 2004 

She explained that £2,404.18 was the Precept Fund, £1,499.30 was the Car Parking Fund, £935.26 was the Parish Plan Fund and £855 was the P3 Fund.

b) Invoices to be considered for payment:

i) Clerk’s salary for the period 01.01.05 to 31.03.05 £191.82 and expenses for the period October 2004 to March 2005 £63.47.  It was proposed by Cllr. House and seconded by Cllr. Brazil that the account be paid.  All agreed.

ii) Joe Stephen’s parish maintenance (amount to be tabled at the meeting).  The Clerk had spoken to Mr. Stephens and as he only had three hours of work outstanding he felt it was not worth submitting an invoice.

c) To consider requests for Grant Aid (Section 137 Payments) for the year 2004/2005  After looking at the Parish Council’s budget for 2004/05 it was proposed by Cllr. Brazil and seconded by Cllr. Harwood that £50 is paid to the Coleridge Bus.  All agreed.  Cllr. Mrs. Trinick then proposed that £30 is paid to SCOF.  This was seconded by Cllr. Brazil.  Three Councillors were in favour of the proposal and two against, the recommendation was therefore carried.  A ‘begging’ letter had been received from the head office of the WRVS.  Cllr. Mrs. Trinick proposed that the £10 in the budget for CAB be paid to WRVS Stokenham Luncheon Club.  This was seconded by Cllr. Harwood.  There were three votes in favour of the proposal and three against.  The Chairman approved the proposal.
d) To note the amount collected from the honesty boxes on 9th March, 2005 - £32.73  this was noted.
e) To approve the distribution of the money collected during the financial year in the Village Green Honesty boxes – Total Collected £645.97  The chairman proposed that £215.32 (being one third of the total collected) is paid to the church and was seconded by Cllr. Harwood.  All agreed.
13. Correspondence:

a) Consultation document from the Standards Board re: Code of Conduct – to be circulated at the meeting.  The documents were circulated to the Councillors.  It was noted that replies were required by 17.06.05 and these will be collated at the next meeting.

b) Letter from SHDC enclosing a copy of the insurance inspection report for the Play Area.  The report noted that there was some rotting timber in the platform but this was acceptable for the time being.

c) Letter from SHDC re: New Ethical Framework – Members’ Code of Conduct training event.  This is being held at Follaton House on Monday 4th April.  The Clerk and Chairman said that they will attend.

d) Letter from SHDC re: Burial Grounds Survey 2005 – seeking to gather information on every piece of land that is or ever has been used as a burial ground.  Councillors thought that the only ‘official’ land used would be at Ford Chapel which is run by Loddiswell Congregational church.  The Clerk said that she would pass the information on to SHDC.

e) Saltstone Group Annual General Meeting Agenda – to be held on 21st March, 2005 in Quay House starting at 7.00p.m.  The Chairman pointed out that all are welcome to attend the meeting.

14. Matters at the Chairman’s discretion, or to be put to the next meeting

· Location of Potholes in Chivelstone Parish:

The Clerk noted the following locations:  Outside the Old Willow Grove, Recycling bins Broad Road, Stures Court, Higher Nickledon (by way to Prawle Point).  The clerk said she will contact DCC

15. Date of next meeting –  to confirm the date as Thursday 21st April, 2005 and discuss what format the Annual Parish Meeting will take (this will follow a small business meeting on the same date).  The Chairman suggested that Verity Palk from SHDC gives a presentation on new waste collection system.  This was felt to be a good idea and the Clerk said that she would arrange it.  It was also decided to ask parish groups to send in written reports to be displayed at the meeting instead of reading them all out on the night and to provide tea and coffee.
As there was no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 22.14 hours.

……………………………………………….Chairman   ……………………………………………...Clerk

…………………………………………….…Date
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