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Minutes of the meeting of Chivelstone Parish Council held in the Chivelstone Parish Community Hall on Thursday 17th February, 2005 at 7.30pm.

Present: Mrs. Marilyn Tucker (Clerk), Mr. Roger Tucker (Chairman), Cllrs. Mrs. Trinick, Mr. W. Harwood, Mr. D. Hampden-Smith, Mr. Stephen Tucker, and Mr. J. Brazil.  There were two members of the public present.

1. Apologies for Absence:  there were none.
2. Speaker: Mr. Nicky Scott – Composting In the Community – as Mr. Scott had not arrived the Chairman proceeded to item 3 on the agenda.
3. Declarations of Interest: – Councilors are invited to declare any interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  Cllr Stephen Tucker and Cllr Roger Tucker declared an interest in item 5e as they are related to the Clerk.

4. Minutes: - to approve as a correct record and authorise the Chairman to sign the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Thursday 20th January, 2005.  It was proposed by Cllr. Hampden-Smith and seconded by Cllr. Harwood that the minutes were a true record.  All were in favour and the Chairman and Clerk duly signed the minutes.

5. Matters arising from the minutes of the above meeting:

a) Community Composting – to discuss the information presented by Mr. Nicky Scott.  Due to the absence of Mr. Scott this item was deferred to after item 5c. 

b) Land at Higher Park – report from Cllr. House on what type of fence would be suitable for the area and an update on the maintenance of the ground.  Due to the absence of Cllr House this item was deferred to the next meeting.

c) Camping in Saltstone Ward – to discuss information received from Cllr Fielden (SHDC) regarding a meeting to discuss the camping policy.  The Chairman explained that a meeting of the Environment Policy Development Group and the Prosperity Policy Development Group was being held on 24th March at Follaton House.  The Clerk said that she would ensure that a member of Chivelstone Parish Council is represented at the meeting.  The Chairman also had spoken to the planning officer and had been informed that a letter was due to be sent to Mr. Tripp regarding a decision on his application for a certificate of lawfulness.  

The Chairman then introduced Mr. Nicky Scott the Community Composting Officer.  He explained that he represents all the local authorities in Devon and his job is to promote composting.  There are 26 projects in Devon and quite a few recent enquiries from the South Hams area.  The projects vary in size from just a small cluster of houses in Dartington to a large scale project at Uffculme.  Projects in this area have access to a mobile shredder for larger branches of garden waste.  Despite the new bin system starting community composting is still needed as larger items will not fit in the bins.  Since the Foot and Mouth outbreak no kitchen waste can be included in community compost.  It is advantageous to for households to work their own composting bins for food waste alongside the community composting.  Generally bays made of perhaps railway sleepers are built and then filled with the material.  When full it is capped off and a second bay is started.  When the second bay is full, the community is then invited to collect bags of compost from the first bay.  Grants are available of about £500 from the Devon Group to help start a project and other funding from other sources may be tapped into as well.  Some projects sell the compost and use the funds to employ a person to look after the site on a regular basis.  The main criteria required are a site and a committee of willing workers to operate the system.  The site has to be approved by the environment agency and it is advisable to contact Nicky Scott before contacting the environment agency.  Mr. Scott advised to visit another project to see how it works before a decision is made.  The easiest type of system is a collection round although this is quite often the hardest to set up.  There are also bring sites but these are open to abuse when people don’t put materials where they belong or bring the wrong type of material.  Staffed brings sites are successful, but there are obviously higher costs involved.  Also site in Chagford is a national demonstration site and we would be able to visit and have a tour around.  The Chairman thanked Mr. Scott for coming and his time and he left.  The Chairman then returned to item 5a.

5.
a)
Community Composting – to discuss the information presented by Mr. Nicky Scott.  It was felt that the Parish Council should wait and see how the new recycling bin collection system goes before anymore progress is made.  The Clerk pointed out that she had spoken to Mr. Robin Tucker about using his field near Higher Park.  He wasn’t completely against the idea but pointed out that is would have to be fenced securely as animals are kept in the field.

d) Purchase of a new Strimmer – to discuss the quotes obtained by the Chairman and Cllr. House and decide which supplier to place an order with.  Due to the absence of Cllr. House the Council could not proceed with this item and deferred it to the next meeting.

e) Implementation of the National Agreement on Salaries and conditions of service of local Council Clerks in England & Wales – The chairman to report his findings after contacting other local parishes.  The Chairman had tried to contact Lesley Smith at DAPC but she was on holiday.  The Chairman asked if two or three Councillors could form a group to produce a contract from the draft.  Cllr. Mrs. Trinick, Cllr. Harwood and Cllr. Brazil said that they would get together and report back to the Council.

The Chairman then welcomed Cllr Owen Masters who apologized that he had missed the last two meetings.

6. Chivelstone Parish Plan – report from Cllr. Harwood on recent progress made.  Cllr. Harwood reported that a meeting was held and notes had been made against the analysis.  Further work will be carried out later this week.  The Chairman thanked Cllr. Harwood for his input.

7. Matters for the Chairman’s discretion – see Item 14

· Notice of Coleridge Bus AGM 

· Letter from Slapton Line Partnership re: Slapton Line Consultation.

8. Cllr. Owen Masters (D.C.C.)  Cllr. Masters reported that the DCC Council Tax increase for 2005/2006 will be 3.5% which is the lowest increase for 8 years.  Increased Government grants have helped reduce the increase but these are one off grants and there could be a problem next year.  DCC have made efficiency savings of £3.5m and are continuing to try to make this type of saving.  A debate regarding the second homes council tax has been held as last year the additional monies were given back to the district council for social and affordable housing.  Cllr Masters asked that this happens again this year and has received an assurance that the majority of the monies collected in the South Hams will be returned to the South Hams.  The Chairman pointed out that he had been told by a Plymouth Councillor that in future there could be a unitary authority covering the area from Looe in Cornwall to the River Dart.  Cllr. Masters informed the Councillors that when regional government was being talked about there was an idea that all Districts may be abolished and either keep DCC or split the county into four unitary authorities.  However this has passed over for the time being, but may return in another form.  Cllr. Stephen Tucker asked about the playing fields at Westville.  Cllr. Masters reported that the funding for capital projects at DCC is good but the main part will come in 2006/2007 so Cllr. Masters is very hopeful that this is when the work will start.  He feels that it is very important for the community.  The Community College had permission for a full size artificial pitch a few years ago but no funding.  There is now funding in place and permission for a half size pitch.  It is hoped that a full size pitch will be able to be built but there is a problem with lighting which affects just one property.  Cllr. Masters was thanked by Chairman for input and added that it was good to see him back again.

9. Cllr. J. Brazil (S.H.D.C.)  Cllr. Brazil reported that the SHDC has set its budget increase at 4.8%, car parking charges have been increased and the main cut in street sweeping has already been made, extra government grants helped to keep the increase to a minimum.  Cllr. Brazil also informed the Council that the Gara Rock Planning application had been turned down by SHDC.  An appeal has been lodged and the applicant has requested a public appeal, however, they may put in new planning application. 
10. Public Participation    The Chairman invited questions from the public.  Mr. Baker asked if SHDC got more money from government why did they still need to put up car parking charges.  Cllr. Brazil explained that although the government settlement was OK it still wasn’t enough to meet the requirements.  Mr. Baker asked what KASP stood for in relation to item 13 e.  He was informed that is was the Kingsbridge and Salcombe Area Partnership which had been formed in connection with the Market Towns initiative.  Cllr. Brazil said that a meeting had been held at SHDC but they were not happy with the idea of KASP becoming a limited company.  The Chairman understood that the suggestion had been made so as to limit the liability of the members of KASP.  Cllr Masters felt that it was a good idea as this sort of organisation can attract funding to the area which perhaps small parishes could not.
11. Planning:

a) Application 10/0135/05/F Change of use of agricultural land to extend residential curtilage and erection of conservatory, 3 Higher Borough, Chivelstone.  Applicant Ms. J. Attwood.  The clerk pointed out that barns are not encouraged to have additions as stated in the Traditional Farm Buildings their adaptation and re-use issued by SHDC.  After some discussion it was proposed by Cllr. Hampden-Smith and seconded by Cllr. Harwood that the application be supported with the condition that local uncut stone is used in its construction and timber to match existing.  All agreed.

12. Finance:

a) Accounts as per last statements.  The Clerk explained that she had obtained a telephone balance as at 17th February, 2005.  Account 7156819 had £5,456.62 and account 0042567 £267.21.  Of the total, £2,434.27 was Parish Council precept fund, £1,499.30 was Car Parking fund, £935.26 Parish Plan fund, and £855.00 was DCC P3 fund.

b) Invoice to be considered for payment:

i)
Reimbursement to the Clerk of the annual subscription to the SLCC £45.00.  It was proposed by Cllr. Mrs. Trinick and seconded by Cllr. Hampden-Smith the invoice be paid.  All agreed.

13. Correspondence:

a) Letter from SHDC re: Waste Collection Changes Update.  The Clerk read the letter which explained that the new system will be introduced to this area between April and June.  Not every household will be able to accommodate the new bins and the Council will discuss this with the property owners concerned.  More details will be sent nearer the time.

b) Consultation document on Criteria for Undertaking a review of a National Park or AONB Boundary.  Cllr. House had already looked at this document it will be discussed at the next meeting.

c) Letter from DAPC requesting nominations for the Royal Garden Party 2005.  Cllr Stephen Tucker proposed Cllr. Mrs. Trinick should be nominated.  Cllr Harwood seconded the proposal and all agreed.  It was pointed out that the person nominated could only take their son or daughter as a guest if they were aged between 18 and 25 and unmarried.  

d) Two Discussion documents from the ODPM re: Citizen Engagement and Public Services: Why Neighbourhoods Matter and Vibrant Local Leadership.  The Clerk had already passed this to Cllr. House and the documents will be circulated.

e) Notice of Special General Meeting of Members of Action 2020 on 24.02.05 – to vote on a proposal to incorporate KSAP as a limited company.  Meeting to be held at Quayside Leisure Centre.  Councillors debated the purpose of the organization.  Cllr Brazil said that he would attend the meeting.

14. Matters at the Chairman’s discretion, or to be put to the next meeting

· Notice of Coleridge Bus AGM – this is being held on Mon 7th March at Stokenham Parish Hall at 7.30.  Cllr. Hampden-Smith said that he would attend.

· Letter from Slapton Line Partnership re: Slapton Line Consultation.  The Chairman explained that the consultants are looking for more responses from members of the Advisory Forum. 

15. Date of next meeting –  This was confirmed as Thursday 17th March, 2005

As there was no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 21.45 hours.

………………………………………………Chairman ……………………………………………..Clerk

….………………………………………….Date
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