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Minutes of the meeting of Chivelstone Parish Council held in the Chivelstone Parish Community Hall on Thursday 20th January, 2005 at 7.30pm.

Present: Mrs. Marilyn Tucker (Clerk), Cllr Roger Tucker (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs. Trinick, Mr. W. Harwood, Mr. A. House, Mr. D. Hampden-Smith, Mr. Stephen Tucker and Mr. J. Brazil.  There were no members of the public present.

1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr Owen Masters who is recovering from an operation.  The Parish Council accepted this apology.
2. Declarations of Interest – Councilors are invited to declare any interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  There was none.

3. Minutes - to approve as a correct record and authorise the Chairman to sign the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Thursday 2nd December, 2004: It was proposed by Cllr. Mrs. Trinick and seconded by Cllr. Harwood that the minutes were a true record.  All were in favour and the Chairman and Clerk duly signed the minutes.

4. Matters arising from the minutes of the above meeting:

a) Land at Higher Park – report from Cllr. House on what type of fence would be suitable for the area.  Cllr House had not looked at the land but would try to get there next week.  The clerk reported that the whole area has now been cleared.

b) Devon In Touch Roadshow – details from the clerk on the re-visit to East Prawle.  The Clerk informed the Council that the Devon In Touch Roadshow will be visiting East Prawle on Thursday 7th April, 2005.  Further details will be issued nearer the time.

c) Camping in Saltstone Ward – to report on the response from Mr. Munday to the Clerk’s letter.  The Chairman reported that the clerk had not had a response and he had discovered that Mr. Munday was on leave this week.  The Chairman had enquired regarding the situation with the application for a certificate of lawful use for Higher Farm and was told by SHDC that they had requested more information from the applicant but had not yet received it.  The Chairman said he would contact Mr. Munday next week.

d) Waste Management – to discuss the letter received from Verity Palk in response to the Council’s concerns regarding second homes and the new waste collection system.  The Chairman read the letter written by the clerk and then the response from SHDC.  The Parish Council was told that the back door collection will still be available for those residents who are unable to move the containers due to ill health or age.  Charges may well be introduced for second home owners for a weekend collection.  Councillors felt that the suggestions made were a recipe for fly tipping and dumping.  It was decided to ‘wait and see’ before the Council responds again.

5. Community Composting – to discuss the information received from DCC and decide if any necessary action is required before the next Parish Council meeting when the Devon Community Composting Co-Ordinator will be giving a presentation.  Two booklets had been received which were circulated.  The clerk pointed out that a site would need to be found first.  Questions were asked as to how much would be composted and if it would be worth it.  The main worry would be people ‘dumping’ things which are not suitable for composting.  The clerk said that she would contact Mr. Robin Tucker and ask if his field ‘camp’ could be used opposite the entrance to Higher Park.

6. Parish Maintenance:

a) To finalise which areas in the Parish the Council wishes to maintain and by whom.  Various locations were discussed and the buddle hole at Pukka Pitts, Chivelstone was added to the list.  It was decided that the allocation of jobs was correct but a limit was put on the number of times that the work was carried out.  The clerk said she would write to Mr. Stephens and Mr. Bickle to let them know their duties.
b) To discuss the purchase of a new strimmer.  It was agreed that a new strimmer was needed and the lowest quote the Chairman had obtained was £314.89 plus VAT.  A lower price may be able to be achieved from Radwell and Tuckers in Exeter and Cllr House said that he would also try to get a better price by the next meeting.  The old strimmer could then be sold.
c) To note that a new Parish Lengthsman should start in the area in the near future and the clerk has Satisfaction Cards to complete after each visit. The clerk had discovered that a new Parish lengthsman should have started and they would be contacting her when they are in the area.  She also had satisfaction cards to complete when work had been done in the Parish.
PC Steve Mutton arrived at the meeting at this point and the Chairman invited him to say a few words.  The Chairman pointed out that according to the SH Crime and Disorder reduction audit that all crime had increased in the area.  It was discussed that when there are only a few incidents then percentage increase in crime is misleading.  PC Mutton asked that if there are any problems in the parish then let him know as a pattern may well emerge.  Cllr. Stephen Tucker asked if the problems in Kingsbridge at weekends had improved.  PC Mutton felt that generally things were OK and that there is a good working relationship with the nightclub which helps the situation.  Cllr Hampden-Smith suggested that the Youth Club gets in touch with PC Mutton to arrange a visit.  The Chairman then thanked PC Mutton for coming and he left the meeting.

7. Matters for the Chairman’s discretion – see Item 14 – Trees on the Village Green

8. Cllr. Owen Masters (D.C.C.): apologies accepted
9. Cllr. J. Brazil (S.H.D.C.): Cllr Brazil explained that he had nothing new to report.  The SHDC budget has still to be finalised.  He also mentioned that the Gara Rock planning application will be going to committee next week after the full site meeting was held earlier in the month.
10. Public Participation: there was none.
11. Planning:

a) Application 10/2507/04/F Erection of stables/livestock building, tackroom and feed store including landscaping and access improvements, The Paddocks, Chivelstone.  Applicant: Mr. & Mrs. TJ Williams-Geldard.  The Chairman had spoken to the planning officer and he felt that there was not much could be opposed to the application.  Cllr Stephen Tucker felt that the development was still too close to the stream and was concerned about pollution from livestock in the building.  After some discussion it was proposed by Cllr Hampden-Smith that the council objects to the application due to the close proximity of a water course and the lack of information and provision of drainage for effluent from livestock.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr Mrs. Trinick and all agreed.

b) Planning Permission Granted Application 10/2232/04/F Extension to Dwelling, Woodcombe Point, Chivelstone.  Applicant Dr. & Mrs. M. James.  The clerk read the three conditions.

12. Finance:

a) Accounts as per last statements:
Account 7156819 had £5,446.21 as at 14th January, 2005 and account 0042567 had £267.21 as at 14th January, 2005.  The Clerk went on to explain that £2,423.86 was the Parish Council fund, £1,499.30 was the Car Parking Fund, £935.26 was Parish Plan Grant Fund and £855 was the DCC P3 Scheme grant.

b) Request for Financial Assistance from the Coleridge Bus.  The clerk read out a letter from the new secretary asking if the Parish Council would consider the bus when making donations.  She also explained that she had been trying to contact the secretary to ask if the Parish Council representative, Cllr Hampden-Smith could be notified of the meetings.  It was also pointed out that £50 had already been allocated in the budget.
c) Implementation of the National Agreement on Salaries and conditions of service of local Council Clerks in England & Wales – to discuss the agreement which should be implemented by 1st April, 2005 and what action should be taken.  The Chairman explained that the clerk should have a contract of employment.  He suggested that two or three members meet with Stokenham Parish Clerk who had been through the process.  It was also suggested to ask neighbouring parishes how many hours their clerk is paid for and how much.  The Chairman will pursue this.

13. Correspondence:

a) SHDC Register of Electors it was noted that the clerk has this for reference.
b) Crime Audit Consultation Document and Strategy Leaflet  Cllr Mrs. Trinick said she would complete the questionnaire.
c) E-mail from DAPC asking for opinions on the idea of communities in Devon forming a long-term link with a community affected by the recent tsunami. – the Clerk read an e-mail from Lesley Smith of the DAPC.  Cllr Hampden-Smith explained that he has heard of an ‘adopt’ a family idea.  Felt that this, due to its size, was not something that Chivelstone Parish Council should be involved with and should be left to professional organizations.
14. Matters at the Chairman’s discretion, or to be put to the next meeting.

Village Green Trees – the Chairman had been asked to reduce some of the branches of the tree closest to Rosemary Cottage.  After some discussion it was agreed that the tree should be trimmed and that the work would be covered by the notification to undertake works obtained in May 2003.

15. Date of next meeting –  this was confirmed as Thursday 17th February, 2005 commencing at 7.30pm in the Chivelstone Parish Community Hall.

The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and declared meeting closed at 21.40 hours.

………………………………………………Chairman              ….…...………………………………Clerk

….……………………………………Date
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