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Minutes of the meeting of Chivelstone Parish Council held in the Chivelstone Parish Community Hall on Thursday 21st October, 2004 at 7.30pm.

Present: Mrs. Marilyn Tucker (Clerk), Cllr Mrs. Trinick (Chairman), Cllrs Mr. W Harwood, Mr. A House, Mr. D Hampden-Smith, Mr. Stephen Tucker and Mr. J Brazil.  There were no members of the public present.

1. Apologies for Absence – Cllr. Roger Tucker sent his apologies as he is recovering from an operation and Cllr Owen Masters sent his apologies as he is still out of the country.  The Parish Council accepted these apologies.

2. Declarations of Interest – Councilors are invited to declare any interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  There were none.

3. Minutes - to approve as a correct record and authorise the Chairman to sign the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 16th September, 2004   It was proposed by Cllr. House and seconded by Cllr. Hampden-Smith that the minutes were a true record.  All were in favour and the Chairman and Clerk duly signed the minutes.
4. Matters arising from the minutes of the above meeting:

a) Camping Policy in Saltstone Ward – to decide if the Parish Council should contact SHDC regarding the slow progress made.  After some discussion Cllr House proposed that the Parish Council waits until at least the next meeting before any action is taken.  Cllr Harwood seconded the proposal and all agreed.

b) First Responders Team – update from Cllr House on progress made with Westcountry Ambulance Service.  Cllr House reported that he has had a meeting with Terry Towler who is the district co-ordinator and he is collating statistics on call outs for the parish.  If these turn out to be favourable the Parish Council could organize an open meeting for a presentation of the criteria involved in being a responder.  Councillors also felt that neighbouring parishes could be involved.  Mr. Towler is to contact Cllr House again.

c) SHDC Changes to Street Cleaning – to discuss the response letter from SHDC and to note copies of letters sent by East Portlemouth Parish Council Chairman to SHDC on the same subject.  The Clerk explained that she had received a standard letter response which did not actually reply to the letter that the Parish Council had written and after a conversation with Stokenham Parish Council Clerk had discovered that their reply was exactly the same.  Cllr. Brazil explained that he had spoken to Paula Brooks at SHDC and the clerk then read out letter from Ms Brooks that had been received by e-mail this afternoon.  Ms. Brooks explained that the District Council felt that it could maintain the current level of service without compromising and the new service would be more reactive.  She also mentioned that the Council would be unable to pass the budget to the Parish at the present time.  After some discussion it was decided to wait and see what happens with the new system especially in the summer before contacting the District Council again.  The suggestion was made about joining with other parishes to have their own sweeper and it was decided to put the subject on the next Coleridge Association agenda.  The copies of letters from East Portlemouth regarding the same subject were passed around for Councillors to read.

d) Land at Higher Park – to discuss what action should be taken to get the area tidied up as Higher Park Residents Association is unable to register title to the land.  The Clerk explained that the Residents Association can not register the area as the claimants have to have tended the land for 12 years and have proof of this.  Cllr Stephen Tucker proposed that the parish Council fences the area off, then asks Joe Stephens to clear the border and maintain it as part of the Parish maintenance programme in the process of obtaining title.  Cllr House seconded the proposal and all agreed.  The area by the bench in Higher Park was also discussed.  This is maintained by Tor Homes but not on a regular basis.  It was decided to put the subject on the next agenda and include Parish Maintenance and Mr. Stephen’s responsibilities.

e) Telephone Phone box at Higher Park – the clerk had received a letter on the day of the meeting which she read out.  BT explained that they are not obliged to provide lighting in call boxes and if the Council felt that there was a Health and Safety issue then they should look into getting street lighting.  Councillors felt that there is nothing more the Parish Council can do to get the light replaced.

f) Shed at Kitiwake Cottage – Cllr Stephen Tucker reported that he knew that it had been sold and would be removed soon.

g) P3 Scheme – Cllr House had looked at bridleway 16 and felt that it would be too dangerous to put gravel on the surface.

5. Matters for the Chairman’s discretion – see Item 14

· Wreath for Remembrance Sunday

6. Cllr. J. Brazil (S.H.D.C.) Cllr Brazil had nothing specific to report.  The District Council is preparing budgets and car parking charges will be an issue.
7. Cllr. O. Masters, OBE (D.C.C.) – apologies given.
8. Public Participation – none present
9. Planning:

a) Planning Application 10/1937/04/F Installation of new window in former opening, 3 Higher Borough, East Prawle.  Applicant Mr P Fletcher.  It was proposed by Cllr House and seconded by Cllr Harwood that the Parish Council supports the application.  All agreed.

b) Planning Permission Granted Application 10/1602/04/F Installation of oil tank and boiler flue, Coles Barn, Ford.  Applicant Mr P Pugh.  The one condition of the permission dated 27th September, 2004 was read out by the clerk and noted.
c) Planning Permission Granted Application 10/1553/04/F Amendment to permission 10/0422/01/RM for erection of agricultural dwelling Wester Park, East Prawle.  Applicant Mr G Wotton.  The eight conditions of the permission dated 24th September, 2004 were read by clerk and noted.

10. Finance:

a) Accounts as per last statements

No 1 Account


£280.40

Instant Access Account
£8188.96

The clerk explained that of the total balance £2,924.87 was Parish Council Precept monies, £1,551.10 was Car Parking money, £3,138.39 was the balance of the Parish Plan Grant, and £855 was P3 Grant.  The clerk added that Slapton Parish Council had submitted and invoice for the work carried out by DCC for their Parish Plan (£2,203.13).  It was proposed by Cllr Hampden-Smith and seconded by Cllr Harwood that the invoice is paid.  All agreed.

b) Village Green Honesty Boxes – to note the amount collected.  The boxes were emptied on 13th October, 2004 and £103.08 was taken from the box by the bus shelter and £15.44 was collected from the box by the shop.  The clerk reported that the total amount collected this year was down by approximately £40 on the same period last year.

c) Precept remittance advice – to note that the second half of the annual precept has been received (£1,500) – this was noted and the clerk pointed out that it had been included in the balances at 10a.

11. Merger of Parish Councils – to discuss the reactions from the East Portlemouth Parish Council Open Meeting held on 20th October.  Four Councillors and the clerk had attended the meeting.  It appeared that East Portlemouth Parish Council is unsure as to what they want.  The basic conclusion from the meeting was that they would try harder and carry on.  The Clerk explained that to merge with Chivelstone Parish Council both Parish Councils would have to agree and then put a proposal to the District Council.  Councillors suggested that perhaps a ward system would work if the merger happened but some felt that it could create a them and us situation.  The Rev Terry Brighton was at the Public Meeting and had suggested that the District Council could disappear in the future when local government is re-organized again.  He felt that if the Parish Councils were bigger then they would be stronger.  Cllr Stephen Tucker proposed that the Chivelstone Parish Council’s preliminary thoughts are that it does not object to the idea of a merger.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr Brazil and all agreed.

12. Coleridge Association – report from Cllr Hampden-Smith and Cllr Mrs Trinick on the last meeting held on 12th October, 2004.  Cllr Hampden-Smith reported that Chris Lucas had given a presentation on Waste Management.  He included statistics of what happens to waste in the South Hams area including the point that Chelston Meadow has just 18 months left for tipping.  The subject of first responders was also discussed and it was noted that Stokenham Parish had been rejected for the scheme due to low number of call outs.  Mr. Lucas also pointed out that if a parish has elderly parishioners they should contact South Hams District Council to arrange for their wheelie bins to be collected from their ‘back door’ when the new system of waste collection starts.  The next meeting is on January 11th 2005 at Stokenham Parish Hall commencing at 7.30pm.

13. Correspondence:

a) Registration form for ‘Trafalgar Weekend’ – to discuss if the Parish Council wishes to mark the 200th Anniversary in October 2005.  The Clerk read the letter.  It was decided to complete the registration form and when the information pack arrives in the New Year, organize a public meeting.

b) Invitation from Action 2020 to register as a member of KSAP.  Clerk read letter.  Councillors felt that they were already members but would formally complete the application.

c) Note from Slapton Line Advisory Forum informing the Council that the meeting which should have taken place on 20th October, 2004 has been postponed.  Now to be held on 18th November, 2004 at 6.30pm at the Field Centre, Slapton.

d) Letter from DCC re: Notification of Temporary Road Closure Mill Barn Lannacombe to South Allington 1st November for 3 days.  The diversion was noted.  

14. Matters at the Chairman’s discretion, or to be put to the next meeting

· Remembrance Wreath – Cllr Mrs. Trinick explained that in the past the British Legion have purchased a wreath to place on the war memorial but it had been suggested that the Parish Council could purchase a wreath, the approximate cost would be £20.  It was agreed to put the subject on the next agenda.
15. Date of next meeting –  Thursday 18th November, 2004.  The Chairman suggested that the next meeting is held on Thursday 2nd December, 2004 and all agreed.  This meeting will be a budget meeting.

The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 21.10 hours.

………………………………………Chairman  …………………………………………………Clerk

……………………………………………….Date
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