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Minutes of the meeting of Chivelstone Parish Council held in the Chivelstone Parish Community Hall on Thursday 16th September, 2004 at 7.30pm.

Present: Mrs. Marilyn Tucker (Clerk) Mr. Roger Tucker (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs. J Trinick, Mr. W Harwood, Mr. A House, Mr. Hampden-Smith and Mr. J Brazil.  There were four members of the public present.

1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr O Masters who is in Kosavo and Cllr Stephen Tucker who was working.  The Council accepted these apologies.
2. Declarations of Interest – Councilors are invited to declare any interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  There were none.

3. Minutes of the meetings held 15th June, 8th July, 5th August, 19th August (circulated previously), and 2nd September, 2004 (attached)  It was proposed by Cllr House and seconded by Cllr Harwood that the minutes were a true record.  All were in favour and the Chairman and Clerk duly signed the minutes.
4. Matters arising from the minutes of the above meetings:

a) Shed at Kittiwake Cottage – Cllr Mrs. Trinick pointed out that parishioners were still concerned at the fact that the shed is still in position.  The Chairman pointed out that Mr. & Mrs. Bonham had said that they would take the shed away when they moved and the Council had decided to take that in good faith.  Cllr Hampden-Smith added that Mr. & Mrs. Bonham had now moved to Shepherds House and proposed that a reminder regarding the shed be sent to the Bonham’s after two weeks if it was still in place.  Cllr Brazil seconded the proposal and all agreed.

b) Telephone box at Higher Park – to discuss quote of £278 from Western Power to re-connect the electricity to the box.  The Chairman pointed out that the box has been painted.  The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council write to BT asking on the grounds of Health and Safety to reconnect the power.  Seconded by Cllr Harwood.  All agreed.

c) Removal of telephone boxes from Chivelstone and Ford – update on response from BT.  The Chairman explained that BT is inundated with responses and the removal has been put on hold.

d) P3 Scheme – progress report from Cllr. House & the Clerk.  Cllr House pointed out that he would not be able to do anything towards the scheme until the winter.  The clerk has a list of paths surveyed and passed the completed forms to Cllr House.  Cllr Brazil explained that Mr. Keltz has some spare gravel which he would donate to level the footpath to Horsley beach (bridleway 16).  Cllr House said he would see if the gravel is suitable and liaise with Cllr Brazil.  The Chairman explained that the Woodcombe Sands path (footpath 9) has been improved recently by the National Trust.

e) Community Fire Safety Evening – to report on the success of the event.  Cllr Mrs. Trinick reported that the evening was interesting and some leaflets have been left for distribution.  The event was very poorly attended and it was felt that perhaps it could be combined with another event in the future.

f) Camping Policy in Saltstone Ward – review of progress made with SHDC.  No progress has been made to date by the District Council.  After some discussion it was decided to wait until the end of October before contacting SHDC again.

g) Parish Plan – update from Cllr Harwood on next steps to be taken.  Cllr Harwood has questionnaire results (approx 47% return) and the Chairman suggested that a meeting is organized for the Plan group.  Cllr Harwood would look into this and liaise with the appropriate parishioners.

h) Devon In Touch Roadshow – to discuss the visit to East Prawle on 11.11.04.  The Clerk explained that the bus will park on the Village Green and will be open from 11.00am to 4.00pm.  Radio Devon would also be in touch with the clerk the week before the visit to arrange interviews with parishioners.

i) Speeding at Stover Way – to discuss complaints received regarding the speed of traffic using the lane.  The Chairman explained where exactly Stover Way is.  Cllr Brazil felt that as there is not a lot of traffic on this piece of road there would be a limit as to who is causing the problem.  It was decided to defer the matter to ‘public participation.’

5. Matters for the Chairman’s discretion – see Item 18

6. Cllr. J. Brazil (S.H.D.C.) – Cllr Brazil explained that the street cleaning provision will probably be cut in half but it won’t affect the standards in the parish.  A final decision will be made at the end of the month.  A new system of waste collection is being introduced and it will be fortnightly with a pilot scheme starting in Dartmouth and Stoke Fleming from January 2005.  Householders will have two bins and two bags for various recycling materials.  SHDC have proposed that Car Parking charges will increase and the consultation process has now started.  Cllr Brazil also mentioned that the Gara Rock planning application was turned down by SHDC but the owners are likely to reapply.
7. Cllr. O. Masters, OBE (D.C.C.) – apologies sent
8. Public Participation: The Chairman introduced PC Duncan Cameron (Neighbourhood Beat Manager) and Steve Mutton (community officer).  PC Cameron explained that his job was a new post and had started at the beginning of the month.  He covers a very large area all over the South Hams.  WPC Livvy Jackson has now moved from Kingsbridge.  The Chairman asked if the query regarding the virtual pavements has been resolved.  The pavement is regarded as part of the road and PC Cameron explained that it is an experimental measure.  The definition of the virtual pavement has yet to be confirmed by DCC Highways.  Lady Dalrymple-Hay explained that the problem of speeding in Stover Way is on the piece of road from the telephone box around the corner by the grass triangle and was concerned for the children’s safety that play in the area.  She wondered if a sign ‘slow, drive with care’ would be beneficial.  The Chairman felt that traffic speed in general had increased over the last years.  PC Cameron explained that they have a speed gun in Kingsbridge which can be used in ‘hot spots’.  It was pointed out that only the national speed limit applies in East Prawle and so this would be difficult to enforce.  Mr. Brotherton felt that visitors would probably be responsible for the problem and people in the village drive with care.  Cllr Brazil felt that probably those who know the road are more likely to speed and signs would not help the situation.  It was felt that the best way would be take the registration numbers of the cars seen driving with excess speed and ask the police to have a quiet word with them.  Mrs. Hughes asked if anything could be done regarding cars parking on the green.  She explained that Mr. Hughes had stopped a vehicle parking on the green earlier in the day.  The Chairman pointed out that this matter would be discussed later in the agenda.  As there were no further questions for the Police, the Chairman thanked them for coming and they left the meeting.  Mr. Brotherton mentioned that the Higher Park residents association was going to ask if it would be possible to put a speed hump at the entrance to Higher Park.  The Chairman suggested that if it was just above the entrance to Higher Park then it would help the situation in Stover Way as well.  It was decided to put the subject on next month’s agenda.  Mr. Brotherton was asked to get as much support from the area as possible.  The Chairman thanked those present for attending and closed public participation.
9. Planning:

a) Planning Permission Granted Application 10/1226/04/F Conversion from a field centre to single dwelling, School House Town Road, East Prawle.  Applicant Mr. AK Barnett and Ms JE Smallwood. The Clerk read out the two conditions of the permission dated 9th August, 2004 which were noted.

b) Planning Permission Granted Application 10/1424/04/F Renewal of planning permission 10/1459/00/F for extension and alterations to dwelling, 2 Town Road, East Prawle.  Applicant Mr. P. Beasley.  The Clerk read out the three conditions of the permission dated 1st September, 2004 which were noted.

c) Planning Permission Granted Application 10/0744/04/F Alteration & extension Windfall Cottage, East Prawle.  Applicant Mr. & Mrs. K O’Brien.  Councillors were disappointed that this has been granted and felt that this made a mockery of the planning system.  It was felt that this decision had now set a precedent for other properties in the green area to increase their roof height.  Cllr. Hampden-Smith proposed that the Parish Council writes to South Hams District Council stating that the Parish Council feels that the Local Plan policies have been ignored with regard to the village green and will in future force planning applications to be heard at the Development Control committee.  The Proposal was seconded by Cllr. House and all agreed.  It was noted that there were eight conditions of the permission dated 3rd September, 2004.

10. Finance:

a) Accounts as per last statements:

No 1 Account

£208.40

Instant Access Account
£6748.25  both as at 13th August, 2004

b) Village Green Honesty boxes – to note the amount collected in July (£139.29) and August (£142.40).  This was noted.

c) Letter from Ken Abraham enclosing the Internal Audit Report – to note his recommendations. The Clerk explained that it had been noted that she had omitted to claim the VAT on the Audit Commission Payment in the previous year.  This would be added to the current year’s claim.  The Auditor had also advised that the level of Fidelity Guarantee insurance was inadequate and should be increase from £3000 to £8000 based on Audit Commission guidance.  The Clerk said that she had already instructed the Insurance Company to increase the cover. 

d) Letter from District Auditor re: External Auditor’s Certificate and report – to note the report.  The Clerk explained that the End of Year statement had been signed off and there was nothing to report.  She added that the invoice for the audit had been received and amounted to £141.  The additional costs were due to Chivelstone acting as Treasurer for the Parish Plan Cluster Group which increased the income and subsequently the Audit Fee.  Cllr. Brazil proposed that the additional fee is met from the Parish Plan monies.  This was seconded by Cllr. Hampden-Smith and all agreed.

e) Remittance Advice from HMCE – to note the VAT refund of £25.69.  This was noted.

11. Children’s Play Area, Higher Park – to discuss complaints received regarding stone throwing and vandalism of the safety surface.  The Chairman reported that stones have been thrown and have hit cars in the lane behind 1 – 6 Higher Park.  He explained that the safety surface in the play area is made up of tiles and the strips are being removed from between the tiles.  The Chairman also mentioned that a section of the stone wall had been removed by some children from Higher Park.  Mr. Brotherton had got the children to pick up the stones and then he and Mr. Farleigh rebuilt the section.  There is new legislation to deal with vandalism and the new Housing Officer for Higher Park intends to use the law.  The Chairman has asked Mr. & Mrs. Farleigh to inform him when an incident occurs again.  Cllr Mrs. Trinick asked if it could be established who was allowed to use the play area.  It was confirmed that anyone was allowed to use the park and this would be highlighted in the next Parish newsletter.

12. Parking on and around the Village Green, East Prawle – to discuss the problem of congestion in the area and decide on a possible solution.  It was decided that this was a seasonal problem which this year peeked at August Bank Holiday weekend when the top of the green was totally blocked.  It was felt that there were a lot of houses below the green which should have emergency access.  The idea was suggested about putting obstructions on the road to make it narrower or obtaining police cones to put up.  It was felt that a car park would not help the situation as people like to park as closed as possible to their destination.  The clerk was asked to obtain some cones from the police which will be used during busy periods.

13. Land at Higher Park – to discuss the result of the Land Registry Search and decide what action should be taken.  The Chairman explained where the land in question is situated and how the ‘planter’ was created.  The Clerk reported that the Land Registry Search showed that the land is not registered and therefore not owned by anyone.  Councillors suggested that the Parish Council writes to the Higher Park Residents Association explain the situation and ask them to register it.  They would then be able to decide how to maintain the area.

14. Gate at End of Path in Higher Park – to discuss the response from Tor Homes.  The Clerk reported that the gate at number one has been repaired but the gate at the other end was still missing.  She had reported the matter to Tor Homes and they were going to fix it.

15. Merger of Parish Councils – to discuss the idea put forward for merging East Portlemouth Parish Council with Chivelstone Parish Council in the future.  The Clerk reported that East Portlemouth PC is holding a meeting on 20th October to discuss their Parish Plan and the future of their Parish.  After some discussion it was decided to wait until after their meeting before discussing the matter further.

16. First Responders team – to discuss any progress made with regard to Chivelstone having its own team in the Parish.  The Clerk reported that she had contacted the Westcountry Ambulance Service and sent a second copy of the Parish Council’s letter.  She had ‘chased’ for a reply since and had been told that the matter had been passed to the Area Co-Responders Coordinator.  The Clerk said that she would chase up the letter again.  A discussion followed regarding the poor performance of the ambulance service and the benefits of the first responders teams to a parish like Chivelstone.  Councillors suggested that a group of people could apply to be a responder on mass and progress could be made that way.

17. Correspondence:

a) Letter from DCC re: Local Service Group telephone contact.  The clerk read the letter which explained that all enquiries for the DCC Depots must be directed through the main office at Ivybridge on 01752 898200.

b) Letter from SHDC re: Alcohol Designation Orders (no drinking Byelaws) and Licensing Policy Statement – to discuss completing the Draft Licensing Policy Statement consultation document.  Cllr Brazil said he would reply to the document.

c) Letter from SHDC re: Changes to Street Cleaning (attached) – the clerk read the letter which said that the Parish allocation for street cleaning will be reduced.  Cllr Brazil explained that there had been no consultation with the Parishes and therefore a final decision was yet to be made at full Council on 30th September.  Councillors decided to write to SHDC suggesting that the Street Sweeper either works six months in summer for two hours rather than one hour on a weekly basis or for SHDC to pass the budget to the parish and we will organize our own sweeper.

d) Letter from SHDC re: Future management of leisure centres in the South Hams.  The Clerk read the letter which was asking if the Parish Council wanted further information regarding the proposals then they should contact Mr. Mike Thomas at SHDC.  Councillors decided that they would like to be kept informed of further progress and the clerk said that she would sort it out.

e) Saltstone Group Agenda for meeting on 20th September, 2004.  The Chairman read out the agenda items.  One item was questions for Mr. Halliday for next meeting.  Cllr Mrs. Trinick suggested asking regarding the Parish lengthsman scheme.  

f) Note from Higher Park Residents association re: CD & DVD Library.  The Chairman read out the note explaining the scheme.  Councillors felt that the note should go to Hall committee.

g) Letter from SHDC re: Parks and Open Space Management (attached) – The SHDC is seeking the views of the parishes as to how they feel regarding a shared approach to Green Space Management.  It was decided that Councilors should complete the forms and return them individually to the Council.

18. Matters at the Chairman’s discretion, or to be put to the next meeting – there were none
19. Date of next meeting – Thursday 21st October, 2004 was confirmed and the Chairman gave his apologies as he will be recovering from an operation.
The Chairman then thanked everyone for their attention and input and declared the meeting closed at 22.10 hours.

………………………………………………Chairman………………………………….……….Clerk

……………………………………………..……..Date
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