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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Chivelstone Parish Council held in Chivelstone Parish Community Hall on Thursday 13th May, 2004 at 7.30p.m.

Present:  Mrs Marilyn Tucker (Clerk). Cllr. R. Tucker (Chairman), Cllrs. Mrs. J. Trinick, Mr W Harwood, Mr A. House, Mr Stephen Tucker, Mr D Hampden-Smith, and Mr J. Brazil.  There was one member of the Public present.

1. Apologies: Cllr Owen Masters.  The Parish Council accepted this apology.

2. Election of Chairman: Cllr Mrs Trinick, as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council, asked for nominations for the position of Chairman.  Cllr Harwood proposed Cllr Roger Tucker and this was seconded by Cllr Hampden-Smith.  All agreed.  Cllr Tucker thanked everyone for their support and said that he would be happy to continue as Chairman as long as ALL the Councillors ‘pull their weight’ as they have done over the last 12 months.  Cllr Roger Tucker then returned to the Chair.

3. Election of Vice-Chairman: Cllr Mrs Trinick was proposed by Cllr Hampden-Smith and seconded by Cllr Brazil.  All agreed.

4. Completion of Combined Acceptance of Office and Undertaking to Observe the Code of Conduct by all Councillors: The Clerk explained that under the new regulations there was no requirement for this as all the forms had been signed when the Councillors became members of the Parish Council and they were still effective.

5. Declarations of Interest: there were none.

6. To appoint representatives on the following bodies:
a) Coleridge Association of Parish Councils (2) – Cllr Roger Tucker proposed that Cllrs Hampden-Smith and Brazil represent the Council.  This was seconded by Cllr Harwood and all agreed.

b) Coleridge Community Bus Committee – Cllr Hampden-Smith was proposed by Cllr Brazil and seconded by Cllr Stephen Tucker.  All agreed.

c) Village Maintenance Officers (2) – Cllr Roger Tucker proposed Cllrs Harwood and House.  Cllr Mrs Trinick seconded the proposal and all agreed.

d) Tree Warden: Cllr Brazil was proposed by Cllr House and this was seconded by Cllr Harwood.  All agreed.

e) Footpath Warden: Cllr Stephen Tucker proposed Cllr House.  Cllr Hampden-Smith seconded the proposal and all agreed.

7. To sight the Trust Deeds and various legal documents: These items were displayed on a separate table and were inspected by all Councillors.  They were then returned to the custody of the Clerk.

8. Minutes of the last meeting held 15th April, 2004:
It was proposed by Cllr House and seconded by Cllr Brazil that the minutes of the last meeting were a true record. All were in favour and the Chairman and Clerk duly signed the minutes.

9. Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting:
a) Telephone box at Higher Park – to discuss if the Parish Council should offer to pay for the reconnection of the electricity supply to the box at a cost of £359 including VAT: It was felt that the sum quoted by BT was a lot of money for the Parish Council to pay.  Cllr Brazil said he would make further enquiries with BT.  The Clerk was asked to enquire with an electrician or Western Power if it would be possible for the Parish Council to place the order to have the power restored.

b) Land at Higher Park, East Prawle – to discuss any progress made by the Clerk as to establishing the owners of the ‘border’: the Clerk had spoken to the Estate Manager at Tor Homes who said that the Estates Office at SHDC say that it was adopted by DCC.  The Clerk had spoken to DCC and they said that it was not their responsibility.  After some discussion it was decided that the clerk should apply to Land Registry at a cost of £4 to establish who is the registered owner of the area.

10. Matters arising from the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting:
a) Broadband availability – update on campaign to update Chivelstone Exchange: Cllr Brazil had canvassed 52 telephone numbers to be registered.  There was already 32 on the BT website and the Chairman and Clerk had a further 16 between them which would reach the trigger level.  However, BT had just announced that all exchanges with a ‘trigger’ level would be automatically updated by the end of 2005 and the specific date would be announced at the end of June 2004.  It was decided to continue to collect numbers to be registered and the clerk will copy and send them all to Broadband for Devon.  This will then be used as a bargaining tool if the date for the Chivelstone exchange upgrade is too far away.

b) Dog Fowling – report from Cllr Brazil regarding a visit made by the SHDC Dog Warden: Cllr Brazil explained that he had toured the village with the Dog Warden to show him the problem of dog fowling.  The dog warden admitted that you do not necessarily need to have a speed limit in order to obtain a dog bin, however, the Parish Council would have to pay for the bin.  Cllr Brazil then pointed out that there are bins at East Portlemouth and Hallsands where there is no speed limit and these are provided and emptied once a week by SHDC.  Cllr Brazil felt that as Council taxpayers the parishioners should receive this service if it is required.  The Chairman asked Cllr Brazil if he could continue to pursue the matter as ‘District Councillor’ and all agreed.

c) DCC P3 Scheme – to discuss how the Parish Council will manage the grant: the Chairman proposed that a Path Working Party is formed and all agreed.  The clerk was asked to place a notice in the notice boards to form a steering group of interested people and the Chairman said that he would put a flyer around to each household.  It was decided that parishioners should contact either the clerk or Cllr House, as footpath Warden, and Cllr House would liase with the Clerk.

d) Community Fire Safety Afternoon – to set a date, if required, for a visit by the Fire Officer: It was decided that as Chivelstone was extremely unlikely to get it’s own Fire Engine the Fire Safety talk would ensure that parishioners are aware of fire prevention.  It was decided to hold the talk on Tuesday 27th July, 7.30pm in the Chivelstone Parish Community Hall.  The clerk would try to get a newsletter out with the information included.

11. Matters for the Chairman’s discretion: 

· Gate at end of Path in Higher Park

· Planning Application for Chicken Rearing units at Northern Town

· Parrots Feather Weed on Moorwell Pond.

12. Cllr J Brazil (S.H.D.C.): Cllr Brazil reported that South Hams district Council had held their AGM and he was on the Environment Policy Development Group and Salcombe Harbour Board.

13. Public Participation: There was none

14. Planning:
a) Application number 10/0744/04/F Alteration and Extension, Windfall Cottage, The Green, East Prawle.  Applicant Mr & Mrs K O’Brien.  A letter of objection had been received from Mr Bonham, which was circulated and the contents noted.  After looking at the plans Councillors were concerned as to the effect the extension would have on the Village Green, bearing in mind that it is a conservation area.  After some discussion it was decided to take the plans to the site and discuss the matter there.  All the Council walked to the Village Green.  Concern was expressed regarding the height of the extension and the way in which it would block the view to the countryside behind.  It was also felt that it would be very imposing on the Village Green.  After returning to the Community Hall Councillor House proposed that the Parish Council object to the plans only with regard to the roof height being too high and the impact on the view from the Village Green.  Cllr Mrs Trinick seconded the proposal and all agreed.

b) Planning Permission Granted Application 10/1391/04/F Erection of Conservatory, 1 Higher Park, East Prawle.  Applicant Mr & Mrs Catt.  The Council noted the three conditions dated 16th April, 2004.

c) Planning Permission Granted Application 10/0409/04/F Retrospective application for the erection of tool shed, Garlands Farm, South Allington.  Applicant Mr KJ Browne.  The Council noted the two conditions dated 20th April, 2004.

15. Removal of Telephone Boxes from Chivelstone and Ford – to discuss action required regarding the notification received from BT:  the clerk pointed out that she had contacted Mr. Bailey who lives in Ford and given him the information to object to the proposal and he was going to alert other residents in the area.  Councillor Brazil proposed that the Parish Council should write to BT to ask if they would reconsider their decision due to the lack of mobile telephone reception in the area and as it is a local landmark.  Councillor House seconded the proposal and all agreed.

16. Chivelstone Parish Plan – update on progress made from Cllr Harwood: Councillor Harwood reported that all questionnaires had been delivered apart from one and wished to thank Sarah Trinick, Ros Wotton, George Richards, Peta Wakeham and Matthew James for helping to distribute them.  204 papers had been handed out and 32 had already been returned.  Councillor Hampden-Smith proposed a vote of thanks to Councillor Harwood for all his hard work and Councillor Roger Tucker seconded the proposal.  All agreed.

17. Finance:
a) Accounts as per last statements:

The clerk had not received statements for the current month but had obtained a balance via the telephone as at l4th May, 2004

No 1 Account


     £91.86

Instant Access Account
£7,756.28

b) To approve the final accounts for 2003/2004:

The clerk explained the variances on the final accounts sheet.  Councillor Brazil proposed that the accounts are adopted and Councillor House seconded the proposal.  All agreed.

c) Invoice from SHDC – Charge for Parish Election held 01.05.03 - £681.47:

Councillor House proposed that the invoice is paid and Councillor Harwood seconded this.  All agreed.

d) Insurance renewal from Allianz Cornhill - £296.22:

Councillor Mrs Trinick proposed that the premium be paid.  Councillor Hampden-Smith seconded the proposal and all agreed.

e) Notification of receipt of first half precept payment from SHDC less payment of subscription to DAPC £1,461.00:

It was noted that the subscription to DAPC was £39

f) Annual Return for the Account year ended 31.03.03 – copy of Section 2 to be completed:

The Chairman read through the Section 2 - Statement of Assurance in the Annual Return and Councillors all agreed that the answer to all the questions was yes.  The Chairman duly completed and signed the form.  The Clerk also signed the form where required.

18. Correspondence:
a) Letter from Ros Davies re: P3 scheme grant – it was noted that the grant received by the Parish Council would not reduce after three years in the scheme as it was originally thought.  It was also decided to add Councillor House to the DCC mailing list with respect to Parish Paths.

b) Saltstone Group Agenda for meeting to be held on 17th May, 2004 – this was noted.  It was pointed out that the ‘hinterland’ was not being included in the KSAP discussions and it was felt that this should be brought up at the Saltstone Group meeting.

19. Matters at the Chairman’s discretion, or to be put to the next meeting:
· Gate at end of Path in Higher Park: the clerk explained that she had received complaints that the gate at the end of the path in Higher Park had fallen apart and had not been replaced.  After making enquiries she had established that if the Parish Council thought the gate should be replaced then they should write to Tor Homes who will then write to the various homeowners along the path asking for their permission to replace it and share the costs involved.  It was decided that for safety reasons the gate should be replaced and the clerk agreed to write to Tor Homes.

· Planning Application for Chicken rearing unit etc.: the Chairman reported that he had spoken to the Planning Officer regarding the application.  A recommendation for approval for a period of three years was being given to the Development Committee as none of the agencies involved had any objections to the proposal.  Highways pointed out that there was a farm further down the lane which had large vehicles servicing it, the DCC Agricultural consultant had stated that the Government was encouraging developments such as this in rural areas, and the Planning Officer felt that the unit would be concealed enough not to impact on the landscape.  The Environment agency had yet to be consulted regarding possible pollution.  The Chairman had told concerned parishioners to canvass the members on the Development Committee to ensure that their feelings were known.

· Moorwell Pond: Councillor Brazil said that he would remove the weeds from around the edge of the pond with the help of Councillor House.

· The clerk was asked to chase up a response from the Ambulance Service in respect of the First Responders Co-Responders proposal put forward by the parish to the Fire Service which had been passed to the Ambulance Service.

· The subject of the shed in the garden of Kittiwake Cottage, East Prawle was to be put on the agenda of the next Parish Council meeting.

20. Date of next meeting: Thursday 17th June, 2004.  The Clerk pointed out that this would be a short planning meeting.
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 21.55 hours.

……………………………………Chairman

………………………………...Clerk









………………………….………Date

